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PREFACE. 



JL HE Settler in New South Wales has quitted a country i 
where every facility is in general afforded to the resident in 
each of its parishes Jbr religious instructionf hy the continual 
presence and Ministrations of its appointed pastor. He luis 
left a landj whose inhabiUmts possess thai inesiimable blessing'^, 
the JuU enjoyment of the means of grace^ which tends in no 
slight degree^ to keep in mmdy and cm^rm the hope of glory. 
In the land of his adoption^ such advantages are not yet fmly 
developed. The number of parochial ministers has hitherto 
failed to keep pace with the increase of popukuionf and the 
settlement of families in the interior. In oritain there can be 
no excuse Jot not attending Public Worship on the Sabbath-'day, 
In New South Wales it ts to be feared^ that over by Jar the 
greater part of its hatted Territory 9 the tvant of the regular 
performances of Divince Service by the Clergy on the SaMHEth- 
day^ is too frequently made an excuse for forgetting^ or pro* 
Janing it altogether. 

It has fallen to the lot of the Author^ to be appointed Chap* 
lain in one of the most extensive and populous JDistricts in the 
CoUnw, Consequently his visits Jbr the purpose of perform* 
if^ Divine Service, on the Sabbath*dayf in the several stations 
under his charge ; some of them at a considerable distance from 
his residence, can be but few and far between. It therefore 
occurred to him, that were he to draw up a smaU Collection of 
Sermons, suited to the circumstances of the Prisoners in his 
Cliaplaincy, to be given to them to read themselves, or to be 
read to them, with a portion of the Liturgy, by their Masters 
or Overseers, upon those Sundays, when he was not present 
amongst them; a desirable object would be gained. To the 
Shepherds and Stockmen also, on the several Farms, who were 
able to read, and who were far removed from a place of Public 
Worship, it was presumed, such a Work would not he an wn- 
acceptable present. 
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Under this impression therefore, the Author communicated 
his intention to the principal Laindholders and Settlers in the 
several parts of his Cure; and from them his proposed under" 
taking . met with the most cordial approval, mamf Copies of 
his frork having been bmnedkaely subscribed for. 

And as private, no less than family prayer is not the least 
part of a Christianas duty, the Author has added in anAppen^ 
dix, a Manual of Prayers for every Morning and Evening in 
the Week, with a Prayer for a Sick Person, and for one on 
his recovery, for the Prison Popuhiion under his own immeHaie 
notice* 

The following Discourses, which, formed the substance of 
the subjects of the Authyr^s Sermons de&vered by him to the 
different Congregations at the several Stations of his Chaplaincy, 
vjill be found to be plain, and short— -plain, m order to suU the 
understandings of those for whose benefit they are intended, 
and short, because addressed to those, who in general have but 
little faciUty in reading, -and who would therefore be deterred 
from perusing them, had they been of greatev length* 

What therefore the Author has penned in this vohme for the 
reUgums instruction and spiritual welfiire of that portion of the 
Prison Population, scattered over the Districts of the Hunter, 
wiU, he trusts, be found equally adapted to meet the drcum^ 
stances of the same description of characters in ^her parts of 
the Colony. To the prisoner in the gaol and hospUMF"^ we 
iron-gang and road-party, as weU as in private service, these 
Discourses and Prayers, it is hoped, unU be calculated to ad^ 
minister as well admonition ana timely warning as eonsoiation 
and peace. And should they prove to be the humble means 
under the fussing of God (f turning only one thoughtless and 
(Abandoned sinner from the error of his ways, to righteousness i^ 
life, the Author wUi think, that he has not written them in tain. 

Newcastle, February 24, 1834. 



CONTENTS. 



ON THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 

2 TIMOTHY, III, 16. 

Paoi. 
AH ikxfptur$ is giTen by Inipiration of God» and is proiluble 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
Righteouanen. .*, 1 

ON THE FALL OF MAN. 

GENESIS, m, 4. 

And the serpent said unto the woman. Ye shall not surely 

die 8 

JESUS CHRIST THE SAVIOUR OF THE LOST. 

LUKE, XIX, 10. 

For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which 

was lost. •.... n 

ON KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS. 

DEUTSBONOHT, y, QSL 

Ye shall obeerve to dp^ therefore, as tha Lord your God hath 
oonunanded you» ye shall not turn aside to the right hand 
or to the left.... ;. i 19 

ON KEEPING HOLY THE SABBATH-DAY. 

EXODUS, XX, & 
Remember the Sabbath*day, to keep it holy 24 

THERE IS NO PEACE TO THE WICKED. 

ISAIAH, Lvii, 2. 
There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked 81 

THE IMPROVEMENT OF TIME. 

PSALM, xc, 12. 

So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts 

unto wiadom.. 36 






Vlll CONTENTS. 

THE DUTY OF WATCHFULNESS. 

MARK, XIII, 37. 
And what I say unto you, I say unto all. Watch 42 

THE REWARD OF THE GOOD AND THE BAD. 

PROVERBS, XI, 81. 

Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth : much 

more the wicked and the sinner 47 

THE DUTY AND ADVANTAGES OF REPENT- 

ANCE. 

JOEL, II, 12^18. 

Therefore "also, now, saith the Lord, Turn ye even to me with 
all your heart, and with fiuting and with weeping, and with 
mourning, and rend your heart and not your garments, and 
turn unto the Lord your God ; for he is gracious and merci- 
ful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him 
of the evil 53 

THE FEAR OF GOD, AND OBEDIENCE TO THE 

LAWS OF THE LAND. 

1 PETER, u, 17. 
Fear God, Honour the King..... 58 

THE GREAT JUDGMENT OF THE LAST DAY. 

2 CORINTHIANS, ▼, 10. 

For we must all appear before the Judgment-seat of Christ, that 
erery one may receive the things done in his body, according 
to that be hath done^ whether it be good or bad.... • 64 



ON THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 



2 TIMOTHY, III. 16. 

AH seripture is given by inspiration of God, and ii profitable for doe* 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for initruction in rigbteousneu. 



X AM speaking to those who have been baptized into 
the religion of Jesus Christ, and who, therefore, profess 
to believe that the word of God, contained in the bible, 
is true — who indeed, have no doubt of the certainty of 
the facts which are related in it, or of the good end of 
the instruction and advice given in its pages. Some of 
you, perhaps, because you were so baptized, have never 
once thought about the bible, taking it for granted, that 
the fact of having been named as christians, was quite suf- 
ficient to save you ; and so far from acting according to 
the instruction given you. in the holy scripture, shew your* 
selves, by your conduct, to be despisers of that book 
which was written for the rule of your lives — for your 
peace of mind here, and your eternal happiness hereafter, 
Again, others of you, perhaps, though aware of the dan* 
ger of neglecting the duties set before you in the bible, 
yet wickedly persist in hardness of heart, and will not 
obey the voice of the Lord, nor fear his threatenings 
against sinners, nor turn unto him in repentance. I trust 
then, you will now listen to what I am about to say to 
you upon a most serious subject — a subject, which concerns 
not only your present happiness, but your eternal welfare 
in the world to come. 
You cannot be ignorant of the certainty of a state of 

B 
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being after this life ; yoa do not even pretend to doubt, 
that, though your bodies die and are committed to the grave, 
and turn to dust, your souls must live for ever. You be- 
lieve also, that you shall be judged hereafter in another 
world according to your conduct here in this. It has 
pleased God, who willeth not the death of a sinner, but 
rather that he should turn from his wickedness and live, 
to grant to his fallen creatures a true and faithful guide 
for their mode of living here upon earth, so that they may 
avoid the punishment of their sins after death, and obtain 
through the merits of His Son Jesus Christ, the glories of 
eternal life. And this sure and certain guide is none other 
than the holy scriptures contained in the bible— those 
writings, which were given by inspiration of God, for the 
benefit, not only of those who first received them ; but of 
all mankind to the end of time. 

You will all, perhaps, acknowledge that the several 
parts of the bible are divine, that is, that they proceed 
from God himself, and were by him directed to be writ- 
ten by good and holy men, who were inspired by his Spi- 
rit and preserved to the present time, as pure as when they 
were first given to mankind. I will allow that you ac- 
knowledge this ; but I fear, from your conduct, which 
brought you into this distant land, that you have not 
hitherto paid that attention and regard to this holy book 
which you ought to have done — that you have not treated it 
as containing a message of eternal consequence to your 
immortal souls — that you have never read it with devo- 
tion and prayer — ^that you have not listened to it with due 
attention, when it has been explained to you by the minis- 
ters of God in public ^worship upon the sabbath day. And, 
doubtless, you will confess, that if any book of common 
amusement,or of loose or wicked trifling, were ever given you 
to read, which might stir up your passions for the moment, 
you attended to it eagerly enough ; but if your attention 
were directed to the bible and religious subjects, you 
would turn away in disgust, and neglect the awful con- 
cerns of an eternal world, for the follies and wicked* 
ness of this. Let me then exhort you to bear with me a 
few minutes, while I attempt to explain to you the mean- 
ing of the words of the text, and remember that it is not 
too late now to turn from the error of your ways and to re- 
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pent, becaiifie^ while there is life there is hope, abd 
Jesus Christ has promised in his gospel, to save all them, 
who truly turn unto him. And may God, of his infinite 
mercy, hless this my endeavour to lead you to see, and 
confess unto him your iniquities — ^to pray unto God to give 
you true and sincere repentance— to forgive you your past 
transgressions for the sake of his Son Jesus Christ, and to 
grant to you such a faith in him, as shall shew itself in 
your future conduct, in the amendment of your lives ac« 
cording to his holy word. 

AH Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and tohat' 
soever things were written aforetime were written far 
our learning. The Almighty in former days raised up 
holy men, whom he instructed by His Spirit, to address 
the world in His name, to set before mankind the wick- 
edness of their doings, to call them to repentance, and to 
point out to them, the way of Salvation. The writings 
of these, who lived at different times and places, are 
collected into one volume, which is called the Bible, that 
is, the Book, as distinguished from all others. This book 
is divided into two parts, the Old and the New Testament-— 
The Old Testament, or Covenant of Moses, together with 
the Prophets and the Psalms, written in the Hebrew ; and 
the New Testament, or Covenant of mercy through Jesus 
Christ, written in the Greek language. And these two 
have come down to us, through so many years, protected 
by the providence of God, free from all such errors and 
corruptions, as might aifect any one fact or doctrine of im- 
portance. And here let me beg of you to consider, how 
thankful you ought to be, that these holy writings, which 
were published in languages which you could not under- 
stand, have beeh translated, that is changed exactly out 
of them, into your own language, by learned men, duly 
appointed for that purpose, whereby you may not be kept 
in ignorance of what is your duty to God and your neigh- 
bour, but may yourselves read the words of eternal truth, 
and be able thus to find the path, which leads to everlast- 
ing life. Oh ! no longer then I beseech you, neglect the 
reading and paying devout attention to your bible ; all 
other guides will lead you astray, the holy scriptures 
can never mislead you, for they are profitable : 

In the first place for Doctrine : it is in these writings. 
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that you can learn the trae account of the beg'inning of 
all things ; of the creation of the heavens and of the 
earthy the sea, and all things that are therein, by the al- 
mighty power of God. Here you will find, how man was 
formed upright and holy, in the Image of his God ; how 
by disobedience of the express command of his maker, 
by listening to the temptations of the devil, he forfeited 
his holiness and happiness, and brought sinfulness and 
misery upon all his children to the end of time ; how in- 
deed sin entered into the world, and death by sin. You 
are here instructed, how sinful man may be reconciled to 
God, by his beloved Son Jesus Christ, having come down 
from heaven, and taken upon himself the form pf man, 
yet without sin, suffering persecution and sorrow for a long 
period upon earth, and at last enduring the painful death 
of the cross, that whosoever believeth in Him, should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. Here you are taught 
that to fear God, and to keep his commandments, is the 
whole duty of man : that the end of the commandment is 
lov^ to God, which will produce love or charity, and 
good will to your fellow creatures. Your minds indeed 
can only be happy, and at peace, from treasuring up within 
them, and frequently meditating upon the great doc- 
trines of the gospel. The knowledge that God can be 
reconciled through His Son Jesus Christ, our only Saviour 
and intercessor on high — ^the assurance that the holy Spirit 
is graciously promised to inform your ignorance, and to 
* purify your hearts ; sncl^ things as these, can, by the 
blessing of God, enable you to bridle the sinful appetites 
of the body, and to curb the passions of the mind, to 
perform faithfully your several duties to your earthly 
masters, and to look upwards from the things of this life, 
from the perishing concerns of earth, towards the everlast- 
ing realities of a world above. Add not then sin unto sin, 
by still neglecting this book, and pouring contempt upon 
the righteous precepts it contains. 

Again let me exhort you to pay attention to that Scrip- 
ture which is profitable, i% the second place, for Reproof. 
And which of you needs not this ? which of you has 
not committed some sin or another — such as lying, theft, 
adultery, ^fornication, violence, malice, drunkenness, and 
revenge— sins, which loudly call not only for reproof 
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from yoar felIow*creatures, bat from God, who seeth all 
things, and will bring even the most secret thing into judg- 
ment at the last day. Yes, you have indeed broken the 
laws of God as well as those of your country, and you 
are now saffering punishment for your several offences ; 
but there is a still greater punishment, even that which is 
eternal, in another world, to be inflicted upon sinners by 
God, the great Judge of all. The Scriptures, therefore, 
are profitable to call you to consider your ways, and be 
wise, — to smite your consciences with the exceeding sin- 
fulness of your past conduct, and to convince you of your 
danger, if you continue in the wilful practice of iniquity. 
Torn then at the reproof of the Most High, — I will tell you 
what the Scriptures say, with respect to reproof " He, 
that hateth reproof, is brutish ;*' but, ** he, that heareth 
reproof, getteth understanding y* — *^ Because" (saithGod) 
" / have called, and ye refused, I have stretched out 
my hand, and no man regarded, but ye have set at 
nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof, I 
also will laugh at your calamity ; I will mock, when 
your fear cometh ; when your fear cometh as desola^ 
tion^ and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind ; when 
distress and anguish cometh upon you ; Then shall they 
call upon me, but I will not anstaer ; They shall seek me 
early, but they shall not find me. For that they hated 
knowledge, avid did not choose the fear of the Lord : 
they would none of my coutisel, they despised all my 
reproof; therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their 
own way, and be filled with their own devices," How 
awful then must be the end of those, who despise the 
word of God, recorded in the Bible, who die impenitent, 
and in hardness of heart. 

AgaiDwSearch the Scriptures, for they are profitable, 
in the third place for correction. The end of true reli- 
gion is to make you wiser and better — better men — better 
relatives — better subjects, and servants. — Correction is 
therefore necessary, in order to amendment. If a father 
loveth his son will he not correct him, when he goes 
wrong ? You must be made to feel for the commission 
of sin, and to humble yourselves under the hand of God — 
you must bewail your iniquities with weeping and mourn- 
ing, feeling in your own souls that without an interest in 
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the blood of Jesas Christ, you mast perish for ever. You 
must exclaim from the heart, God he merciful to me, a 
sinner. In the sacred Scriptures then, shall you find cor- 
rection of your sins. Despise not then the chastening of the 
Lordy for he that refuseth correction^ despiseth his own 
soul. 

Once more pay devout attention to the Scriptures, for 
they are profitable, lastly, for instruction in righteousness* 

Having become acquainted with the doctrines of the 
Gospel — having listened to the reproofs of Scripture, and 
received the correction contained therein, you are further 
led on in the sacred volume to instruction in righteous* 
ness — you are taught, that, unthout holiness, no man 
shall see the Lord — i/ou are exhorted to be holy, even as 
your Father which is in heaven, is holy — to be pure m 
thought, word, and deed. The Bible shews you, what is 
good, and what the Lord requires of you — to do justly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God* 
But, are you, sinful dust and ashes, sufficient for these 
things ^-T-No, but if you seek a better righteousness than 
youT own, — if you approach the throne of mercy with 
humility and prayer, in deep repentance and sorrow for 
your past offences, and true faith in the Saviour, and plead 
the alone merits of Jesus Christ for pardon and salvation, 
you shall be enabled to overcome the several temptations, 
that surround you, until you are brought to the end of 
your mortal career, till you leave the sins and infirmities 
of earth for the enjoyment of never ending happiness in 
heaven. And would you wish to be partakers of the 
glories of eternity ^ and to avoid its everlasting miseries ? 
see, that you no longer reject the Holy Scriptures, but 
listen to the words of inspiration contained therein. Thou* 
sands, once unacquainted with the Bible have b^en by its 
means, under the blessing of God delivered out of anguish 
and horror, and blessed with peace and joy. Thousands 
have been turned by it from darkness to light — from habits 
and dispositions the most vile and wicked, to the love and 
practice of every thing lovely, and of good report And 
would you wish to be of that number ? Pay to the 
Scriptnres henceforth all devout attention — practise the 
rules and precepts they contain, remembering what our 
Saviour himself has declared, that, *' Not every one, that 
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9aith unto me^ Lord, Lord^ shall enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, hut he who doeth the will of my Father, 
which is in Heaven," And in order that you may obtain 
the blessings to be derived from the words of eternal life 
contained in the Bible, pray unto God, that, whenever you 
read or hear read to you, that sacred volume, He, who has 
caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 
would mercifully grant, that you may in such wise hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that 
by patience and comfort of His Holy Word, you may 
embrace, and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlast- 
ing life, which He has given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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THE FALL OF MAN. 



G£NESIS, III. 4. 

And the Serpent said nnto the woman, ye shall not surely die. 



Ouch was the declaration of the devil, under the form 
of a serpent, to the first woman, the mother of mankind. 
Bat sach was not the declaration of God. The Almighty 
had said ** In the day that thoa eatest of the fruit of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt surely 
die.'' This was known unto the woman, and when tempted 
to eat, she confesses her knowledge of this threatening of 
her maker. ** We may eat" says she, ** of the fruit of 
the trees of the garden, but of the fruit of the tree, 
which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, ye 
shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.'' 
Here then are two opposite assurances, one of which 
must be true^ and the oiher false ; the one made by God, 
the other by the devil : and which then is to be believed ? 
Alas ! the Father of lies is listened to, and the God of 
truth itself, is regarded as a deceiver. The woman be- 
lieves the Prince of darkness, believes the cunnning ser- 
pent rather than the all-wise Creator of the world 1 rather 
than her sovereign and her God. 

And do you ask, what snare the tempter could make use 
of, thus to prevail upon the creature to distrust the word^ 
and to break the law of the Creator. In the first place he 
tells the woman, that she need not regard the threatening 
of God, for, that whatever she may do, he will not put 
that threat into execution. Yea, says he, hath God said. 
Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? believe Um 
not, pluck and eat, and be assured, ye shall not die. But 
lest this positive assertion should fail^ he seconds it with an 



1 



ON THB FALL OF MAN. 

lirtf al tale. He tiscribes to the Almighty the wont of mo* 

tives, in forbidding his creatures to taste the tempting fruit, 
and declares the wonderful advantages they will gain by 
tasting it. ** Your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be 
as Godsy knowing good and evil." This God knoweth, 
and therefore has he restrained you from eating, lest you 
should become such as he himself is: disappoint then his 
wishes, and refuse not the blessings which are placed 
w ithin your reach. 

The woman thus flattered, and deceived, puts forth her 
hand, and plucks and eats. She then gives to her hus- 
band, and he eats also. And now the promise of the 
serpent is in part fulfilled ; they do indeed know good and 
evil. They know wha^ good they have lost, they know 
what evil they have gained. 

Immediately upon the commission of their crime, they 
hear the voice of the Lord God, vtralking in the garden, in 
the cool of the day ; and Adam and his wife seek to hide 
themselves from the presence of the Lord, amongst the 
trees of the garden; but in vain. The Lord God calls 
unto Adam : and the trembling sinner is forced to come 
forth from his hiding place into light, to come forth and 
stand in the dread presence of an angry God. ^* And 
wherefore didst thou fly from before my face, O Adam } 
it was not always thus; once it was thy glory, thy com- 
fort, and delight to hear my voice, and to meet thy friend, 
thy maker, and thy God.'' To these questions Adam re- 
plies, *^ I heard thy voice in the garden, but I was afraid, 
because I was naked, and I hid myself.'' And the Lord 
said, ** Who told thee that thou wast naked ; hast thou 
eaten of the tree whereof i commanded thee that thoa 
shouldest not eat?" 

Adam, thus questioned, admits the fact : but still endea-. 
yours to excuse himself by casting the blame upon his 
wife. His wife in her turn, hopes to escape punishment 
by pleading the strength of the temptation, and directing 
almighty vengeance against the serpent, as the author of 
her sin. God, however, is not thus satisfied ; upon man, 
and woman, and serpent the curse descends ; sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin ; man and woman are 
doomed according to the former threat, to die ; to return, 
after a few years of labour and sorrow, to the dust, from 
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whence they sprang ; and the serpent *' is cursed abore 
all cattle, and above every beast of the field/' And lest 
the Devil, the proud tempter of man, should triumph 
in having thus overcome the virtue apd fidelity of our first 
parents, he hears, from the mouth of God, a sentence 
against himself. To his confusion, and to the peace and 
eomfort of Adam and Eve, the Lord declares his^ gracious 
kitention of sending a Saviour into the world, a Saviouf 
bom of a woman, to rescue man from the power of SataH 
in this world, and from the everlasting punishment in hell, 
which he would bring upon him in the world to come. — ' 
And the Lord God said unto ].he serpent, -'< I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed, — ^the descendant of the woman, the Sa- 
viour of the world, shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel." That is, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
should come down from heaven, and take upon himself 
the nature of man, but without man's sin. The Devil 
should indeed be permitted to t^mpt him in the wilderness, 
to stir up sinful man to persecute him, and to take away 
his life by the painful death of the cross, but he should 
not destroy him. He 'should rise victorious on the third 
day from the grave, triumph over all the powers of dark- 
less, save sinners from the' eternal punishment 6f sia; 
which they should all inherit to Ihe end of time; from the 
disobedience of their first parents, and open the kingdbni 
of heaven to all believers. • » 

Such is thb history of the fall of man, which! havc^ 
told you plafinly and in a few words. ' I will ndw tell you, 
and I hope you will listen with attention, what lesson you 
may learn from this part of the word of God. In the per- 
sons of Adam and Eve, you may behold a picture Ofyoul^ 
own selves. The Devil still exists and still tempts with 
thd same cunnitig and deceitful tongue as of Old, and witfif 
the same success. He whispers into the hearts of lAenr, 
and says '^ yea,^ hath God said "^ thus and thus ? MdTii' 
he commanded you, yechildren of tnen, to discharge this 
painful duty-^to abstain from that harmless amusement^^' 
that innocent pleasure— -that dearest delight? And ddes 
he threaten' you with death; even with eternal death; if 
you do^ what he^forbfds, or refuse to do what he has com- 
manded ? Believe him not. Regard not whi^t the Lbri^ 
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your God saith untp yoa. He would keep yoo fffon faap« 
piness ; but put forth your band> and pluck and eat the 
forbidden fruit — follow your own inclinations — indulge 
your own appetites aod passions — consult your present 
ease, and fear not the angrer of an invisible God— dread 
npt the torments of another^ a far-distant worlds " Ks 
qh^ill tu)< surely die" the death he has denounced-^there 
i| np place of punishment for impenitent sinners-^there is 
QO eternity of misery prepared for the children of men* 
"^hus confidently assured of safety in aini how great a part 
of mankind:, prefer the testii^ooy of Satan to the express 
declaration of God. In vain does the scripture in the 
plainest language, inform them of their danger, and warn 
them to flee from the wrath to come — to repent of their 
sins — to .^mend their lives and to turn unto God. They 
listen greedily to the flattering snares of their greatest 
epemy, although caution after, caution is given them by 
the word of God contained in the bible, and by the mifi 
nisters of Christ, who explain to them that word of 
truths 

And say/have you, descended from fallen Adam, have 
you not often been tempted by the Devil to disobey the 
plain and express commandments of God, and, like Adam 
and £ve, have you not yielded to his snares ? What was 
it that stirred you up to commit that sin and wickedness 
against God and your neighbour, which was the cause of 
yoMr being banished from your native country and sent 
away, as a punishment for your crime, into this far 
distant land ? Was it not the Devil, who first put the 
wicked thoughts into your hearts, and then led you on to 
commit the deed, under the promise that you should not 
surely die ; that your sin should not be detected, — that the 
law could not touch you, and that you should escape both, 
in this world, and in that which is to come. And will 
you believe him again ? will, you again trust the deceitful 
tempter, the autjior of lies, rather than the God of truth ?. 
Having found by experience the falsehood of his pro- 
mises, you will not surely be so niad as to listen to them 
again. Let me exhort you to bear in mind, that the same 
eye, which discovered Adam attempting to hide himself 
from his angry God, after he had tasted of the forbidden 
fruit, can also at aH times see you % Hide what you will 
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from your fellow creatures, or even from your own con- 
scienceSy you can conceal nothing from your God. He is 
about your path, and about your bed, and spieth out all 
your ways; yea he knoweth every word in your tong-ue, 
and understandeth your most secret thoughts. Fly not 
then from him like Adam^ when he calls you in the gospel 
of Jesus Christ to forsake your ways, and your unrighteous 
thoughts, and to turn unto him, who has promised to have 
mercy upon you, unto that God, who through the Saviour 
will abundantly pardon: forsake not, when opportunity 
of attendance is afforded you, the public worship of the 
church, keep holy the Sabbath day, pray unto God 
regularly in private, for the renewing influences of the 
Holy Spirit, and read with attention and devotion of 
mind the sacred scriptures in the bible. Thus will you be 
enabled by God's grace to correct the evil appetites and 
desires of your nature, to resist the devil, who then will 
flee from you. 

But if you repent not, ye shall surely die. If you con- 
tinue in the wilful practice of sin, in breaking the laws of 
the land, going on thus from one crime to another, you 
will be exposed to the awful danger of being cut off by 
the hand of justice in the midst of your days, and after 
death, of suffering torments, such as no mortal man can 
conceive, in that lake of fire and brimstone, prepared for 
the Devil and his angels. For, though the wicked and im- 
penitent may endeavour to *^ hide themselves from the 
Lord God'' in this world, yet must they meet his all pier- 
cing eye in another. In that dreadful day, when the dead 
shall arise, summoned by the trumpet of the archangel, 
and all the nations of the earth shall come forth to judg- 
ment, they shall again endeavour, but in vain, to conceal 
themselves from an angry God. To the rocks they shall 
cry aloud, " fall on us," and to the mountains ** cover us,'* 
and hide us from the face of him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; But neither 
mountains nor rocks shall hear them. Deep shall they be 
plunged into everlasting destruction; and that must be 
their certain lot, because in this life they refused to listen 
to the voice of the Lord their God ; they would not obey 
the Gospel of Christ, but neglected, the duties of his re- 
ligion, and cast his words of grace behind them. 
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JESUS CHRIST, THE SAVIOUR OF 

THE LOST. 



LUKE, XIX. 10. 

For tbe Son of Man if come to seek and to sate that which was Iost« 



J.F we have lost anything* of value, it is natural, that we 
should use our utmost endeavours to recover it. Ifa man, 
having" a certain number of sheep, should find that one of 
that number had strayed away from the flock, we should 
conceive that no toil or trouble would be spared on his 
part, to bring* it back to the fold. But, and if after all 
his search and enquiry, he of himself, were unable to find 
that which he had lost, and one on whom he had no claim, 
either of friendship or acquaintance, but on the contrary, 
perhaps one whom he had treated with enmity and scorn, 
had sought and found it for him, would he not greatly 
rejoice, and receive with gratitude, the recovered posses- 
sion, and never forget the hand that had restored it unto 
him ? And suppose, that like a wandering sheep, a man 
had lost his way in a gloomy and tempestuous night, had 
strayed, during the darkness that surrounded him, further 
and further from his home, and one whom he had little ex- 
pected, had sought for him and led him back into the right 
path. Or suppose, again, a man had suffered all the hor- 
rors of shipwreck, and was at the point of expiring with 
hunger, thirst and fatigue, when a friendly vessel arrived 
in sight and rescued him from destruction, would not each 
of these embrace the proffered aid with heartfelt gratitude 
and unbounded thanks ? 

Behold in yourselves the persons thus described t such 
is indeed your own condition-^such is your present state-— 
you all have erred and strayed away like lost sheep, wan- 
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derers over the troubled sea of human life — ^you have lo9i 
that which is of more value than the vrorld and ail that is 
therein — ^you have forfeited, through Adam, your title 
unto heaven. But there is one who l^s come to seek, even 
the chief of sinners— ^to bring yon back into the way from 
which you have departed — to rescue you from certain death 
and destruction. '* The Son of Man is come to seek and 
to save that which was lost" 

From these words let, us consider how mankind may be 
said to be lost, and whd it is, that has come to seek and 
to save them ; and in what way he has undertaken to 
accomplish this mighty work. 

You cannot be ignorant, that the nature of man was at first 
upright and perfect. God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God creq>ted he him* Pure in thought, 
in, word, and in deed, and in the full exercise nf a free 
will, man delighted to hold communion with his Maker 
amongst the trees of the Garden of Eden. Then it was 
his happiness and joy . to worship God, to sing songs of 
praise and thanksgiving to the great Author of his being ; 
but, alas 1 now how changed 1 By disobedience of the 
commands of his Creator, by an anxious desire of know- 
ing good and evil, by listening to the temptations of the 
Devil, in eating of that fruit, of which he was commanded 
under the penalty of death not to eat, man lost the image of 
his God — he lost that holiness, that knowledge, that 
righteousness, that mercy, truth, and love which form 
parts of the character of the Most High, in whose image 
he had been made, and instead thereof gained all the evil 
tempers, and dispositions of the soul, which proceed from 
the Devil, the wicked tempter of his fidelity, and which 
break forth into corresponding actions ; and not only did 
he thus lose his happiness upon earth — not only did he 
become subject to death — to the separation of the soul and 
body from each other, the latter to turn to dust and 
moulder in the grave, but he became exposed to eternal 
death, to the everlasting punishment of body anil soul ; 
when body and soul should again be united at the resur- 
rection at the last day. 

And will then the Most High God be no more intreated f 
will he not pardon his fallen creatures, who through the 
sin of their first parents, and by their own actual trans- 
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IpressioDS, have constantly rebelled against him, despised 
kis commandments, and ponred contempt on his laws ? 
Though a God of justice, still the Lord, whom we wor- 
ship and adore, is a God of mercy. Instead of instantly 
cutting off the sinful parent of the human race, and putting 
his -threat into execution, he spares his life on earth to a 
lengtened 'period, and promises the salvation of his soul; 
and the sonis bf alt his posterity, who should believe, and 
turn unto God in true penitence, by means of His dearly 
begotten Son, who should take upon himself the form of 
man. This hope of a Saviour, who should restore man to the 
itoage of God, this steadfast faith in the promised Redeemer, 
filled th^ hearts of prophets, priests, and kings of the chOsen 
people of Go^, the children of Jacob, from generation to ge- 
neration, until the time foretold, when the Redeemer should 
come^ did actually arrive, when their hearts and eyes 
were satisfied, who had long been waiting tor the conso-' 
lation of Israel^— the Saviour of lost and fallen mbn. 

And who then is he, who has come to seek and to save 
that which was lost ? behold ! it is none other than the 
Son of God, the Son of man. 

Life and immorality are brought to light by the gospel.* 
Th^ word gospel; which refers to what you read in the 
New Testament, signifies joyful news, glad and welcome 
tidings \ and what news can be so joyful, what tidings so 
welcori^e ? as fbr lost and fallen man to hear, that Jesus 
Chirist, the Son of God, left the glories of heaven, quitted 
thepresence'of the everlasting father, and was born in the 
flesh, 'for us nien and for our salvation ; The ancient pro- 
phecies, those which cheered the hearts of the faithful foif 
many ages, and generations received their full completion, 
^^Godums manifest in the flesh." Though one of thtf 
three* persons in the ever blessed Trinity, though in glory 
equal with the Father aud the Holy Spirit, and in majesty 
co-eternal, yet hb tbok upon hhnself the form of a servant, 
Wai born Of u poor and htimble virgin, wrapped in swad- 
dling clothes; and laid in a manger ; though the Son of 
God, he became the Son of main, taices upon himself our 
nature, sin bnly excepted, litres a life of poverty, self- 
denial, and persecution, having no place where he might 
lay his head ; he meekly endures shame and buffeting; 
Wears a cruel crown of thorns, and dies the painful' 
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death of the. cross ; that all, even the rebellions creatures 
of his handy who truly believe in him, might live forever; 
and he rises on the third day from the grave, and ascends 
into heaven, that he may lead captivity captive, and give 
us the victory over every enemy of our salvation. Fallen 
and lost as man had become, it was impossible for him to 
satisfy the broken law of God by any thing that he could 
do to recover his lost condition. It required a sacrifice of 
the greatest value, even that of the Son of God himself, 
to make atonement for the sins of men. By hia perfect 
obedience to God, by his one offering once made, he has 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for as, that whosoever believeth in him, should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. 

Thus you will see, that, descended as you are from fallen 
Adam, you are lost by nature, that is, in consequence of 
the sin which you inherit from your first parents, and liable 
to be lost for ever by your own actual transgressions. Thus 
you see, that though* God created man upright and good, 
a fatal breach has been made between them, and man, 
being become by nature a rebel to his maker, and listening 
to the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the Devil, 
has found out many -inventions, under cover of which to 
deceive his own heart, and make corruption strong. Man 
is now born in the likeness of his first father, who sinned; 
his tempers and dispositions are changed from good to evil, 
and therefore he listens to the calls of sin, and to the in- 
ventions of his own wicked and deceitful heart. 

O lost and fallen creatures, sinful descendants of rebel- 
lious man, will you persist in remaining wanderers now 
from the right way, and lost for ever in the world to come ? 
will you refuse to hear the voice of mercy, calling you out 
of darkness into light, no longer to stray deeper and deep- 
er into the paths of sin and disgrace ; no longer to hurry on 
farther and farther from the christian fold, neglecting the 
duties of religion and preparation for another world ; but 
to return and accept the offers of pardon and peace from 
the Son of man, who declares himself in the text, to be 
come to seek and to save that which was lost? will you 
refuse to listen to that benefactor who has suffered so much 
for yon ? are not your immortal souls of the greatest value ? 
^^ What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole worlds 
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and ks9 his own Mui, or mAo^ shaU0 man ffUH tn t4r« 
dkungefur kU soulf and will you then turn a dsaf ear 
4o hk graeioas invitaiions to come mto Aim, and lo be 
fsavad for ever ? to do Im commandaieaits and to live; will 
yoQ Atill persist in fNreferring 4he paths of Woe and crima^ 
whjeh kAd to misery and disgraoe ia this world, and to 
eternal pnnisluaeBt in the next, to ohedienoe io the will of 
God in discharging yoar duties to God and your naiglt^ottr, 
aad tp society in ^neral f Will you rather eentinue 
hftideaedinain thao have your souls eleaMod Irom the love 
and practiee of it, throogb the divioe opera tini of the 
JEieiy Spirit open them ? 

Szcept ye repent, ye shall all lilcewise pendh I if yoa 
nafuse to halen to the gxacioM calls of the Most High, to 
imm from .the error of your wiays, to renounce your evil 
deeis, lo nepenft and live ; vejectiogthua the Saviour, the 
fion of Bsau^ you cannot hut be lost for ever ; for if you 
fail ioMnm ater, io nttaia, faring the short period of your 
abode upon earth, that heaonaaly im^e hi which man was 
art fiisi jcieafced, whiBt mustte your tot in anelher state of 
eidstenQel when you come to4ie, yov will iHwe« fsasful 
ieokaag for to ihe fiaal day of awful judgment, when 
awry one shall he judgad according to mtot he bsith done 
in the body, whetiiLerithe good or wiMther it be evil, and 
After deaiha oertain endurance 4>f misery etenal, the worm 
ihat dieth net, and tfaefiietliatoamiat he quenched. 

Can ajsy one then, whesees a dreadful preeipiee beneath 
him, and knows his 4langer if he fMy he so mad, as lo 
rush headlong into destruction ? Can any one be so care- 
less, and he^less of his future welfare, as to wish to 
retain the fallen image of sinful Adam, rather than to 
regain, through the second Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the pure and perfect image of God? ]s he ^ot com« 
manded in the Scriptures to be holy, even as God is holy, 
to be perfect, even as }) i a Father in Heaven is perfect. 
Still will he refuse to b^rive after this perfection, to which 
by the assistance of the Holy Spirit of God in prayer, he 
is commanded to aspire, and prefer the paths of sin and 
immorality to the ways of religion, righteousness, and 
holiness ? Can any one, professing the Christian Religion 
and believing, that there is a God, who judgeth the earth, 

D 
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that doubtless there is a reward for the children of men,-^ 
that the Almighty will render unto men hereafter accord- 
ing to their actions here, continue in the practice of those 
sins, which proceed from the subtilty of Satan, and his 
own wicked heart, and live not only negligent, bat totally 
careless of those graces, and virtnes, which form part of 
the character of Him, whose glorious image man by sin 
has lost ? 

By nature and by practice are you sinners, and lost, 
without hope of remedy, unless you return to that God, 
from whom yon have departed, who has promised to have 
mercy upon you — ^to that Ood, who will abundantly pardon, 
through him, who came to seek and to save, that which 
was lost. ** T^ is a fait^id saying and vxyrthy cf aU 
aeceptaiiony that Christ Jesus came into the worldy to save 
sinners.^* ^ There is joy in the presence of the Angds of 
Heaven over one Sinner that repenJteth^* Pray then unto 
God, that He would give you sincere repentance of your 
past sins in thought, word, and deed ; and of His infinite 
goodness, blot out your transgressions, and give you His 
grace . to amend your lives according to His holy word. 
Implore the God of all mercy, that He would enable you 
to renounce the practice of every evil way-— the indulgence 
of every sinful passion ; that you may order your con-, 
versation agreeably to His commandments — ^that He would 
create in you new hearts, and renew right spirits within 
you, remembering, that •* the wages of sin is dea^ hut the 
gift of Godf is etmud Ufe^ through Jesus Christ our Lord.'' 
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ON KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS. 



DEUTERONOMY, V. 32. 

Te shall obflerre to do therefore as the Lord your God hath eommanded 
you : ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 



XN this and the foregoing chapters of the Book of Deute^ 
ranonnfy which word signifies repeHHon rf ike law^ Moses, 
the inspired servant of the Most High, is going over again * 
to the people of Israel the gracious dealings of God with 
them, m giving them a covenant upon Mount Sinai, the 
highest top of Horeb, even the ten commandments, to be the 
rule of their lives and the guide of their actions, and urees 
them to obedience to his righteous laws and precepts. *' And 
Moses called aU Israel^ and said unto them, Hear^ O Israel, 
the stcUtUes andjtidgments which I speak in your ears this day^ 
thai ye may learn them^ and keep and do them.** Hence you 
may observe the end of reading the word of God contained 
in the bible, and of hearing it read or preached unto you ; 
that it is not merely to be looiced at with your eyes, uttered 
with your lips, or heard with your outward ears, as a 
matter of unconcern and of trifling importance — as a mere 
entertaining tale, or a lesson of instruction, to which you 
may or may not pay attention as you please ; but that you 
are to hear, read, mark, learn, and inwardlv digest it — you 
are to keep, and diligently treasure it up m your thoughts 
and inmost souls, and to practise its rules and instructions 
in your daily conduct through life. All scripture, or the 
word of the Most High God, was written for our learning, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness. I say, was written for our 
learning, not merely for the Jews of old, but for us men, and 
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for our salvation, were the words of eternal life committed 
to writing and preserved to the present day* to be read by 
i» in our own language, and therefore tor be marked bj ua 
with due attention, reverence, and regard. The great £(tid 
only end of hearing and reading the commandments of God, 
is learning, keeping, and doing them. Do this, and live. 
To fear God and keep his commandments, is tlie whole duty 
of man. Hereby do we know that we know God, if we keep 
his commandments. Obedience to the precepts of the Most 
High, without exception, is required of you. '^ Ye shall 
^serve^ to do as the Lord your God hath commanded you ; ye 
shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. He that 
nameth the name of Christ, must depart from the practice 
of iniquity. It is not by merely exclaiming. Lord, Lord, 
that a man shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but by 
practising the universal and everlasting rules of the law of 
God, the example to perform which has been set us by Jesus 
Christ himself, and who has promised to be with us by His 
Spirit, if we fervently pray to him to assist our weak endea- 
vours to serve and obev him. He obeyed the law of God 
in every particular, and bore the curse of that law, being 
made a curse for us : and he continually stands as a medi- 
ator between the holy majesty of God and the sinner, who 
comes by faith in his name, both to ensure his acceptance 
and to assist his obedience. The words which he once spake 
upon earth, are written in the sacred scriptures, and from 
age to age, sinners are invited by him to accept the terms of 
his covenant of grace and mercy, namely, to repent and 
amend their lives — to believe and to obey, that they may 
escape, through his sacrifice upon the cross, the eternal 
punishment of sin, which will be inflicted at the day of judg- 
ment upon all the impenitent. But how many turn a deaf 
car to these invitations of the Prince of Peace. How many turn 
asi^e to the right hand or to the lefl, and break the command- 
ments of God. And are not^ot^ amongst that number? Have^oft 
always observed to do as the Lord your God has commanded 
you, and • never turned aside to follow your own wicked de- 
vices, to indulge your own sinful desires and unholy wishes? 
Instead of loving with all your heart and with all your mind, 
with all your soul and with all your strength, the only one 
God, the Lord of heaven and earth ; have you not raised up 
idols in your hearts, and paid undue regard te other otijfects, 
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instead of legtrdhiglhe one^at and nqirerae ob|eot of de- 
▼olioD and praise ? To the wicked pleasures of eartb— to the 
sinliii lusts of tbe flesh — toyoor own bad tempers and pMsion8» 
and to the Tarious temptations of the Deril, have you not 
become willing davesi instead of fixUowbg the precepts of the 
religion of that God, whose service is perfect freedom— of 
that religion, whose ways aare ways of pleasantness^ and fdl 
whose paths are peace? The sacred name of God, have 
yon, though you cafl yourselves diristians* never t^cen in 
vain*— never blasphemed, and used, either to call down dam« 
nation on your own heads or on the heads of otherSi or lightly 
and in a trifling manner in common conversation ? The 
sabbath di^, that one dajr in seven, set apart by the Almighty 
ioT his own peculiar service, have you not frequently broken* 
and diamefully profaned ? And did you in your youth pay 
all due r^pard and honour to your father and mother ? Have 
you at all times honoured and obeyed the King, and all that are 
put in authority under him ? Have you submitted yourselves 
to all your governors, teachers, spiritual pastors and masters ? 
Have you always ordered yourselves lowly and reverently 
to all your betters ? Have you never hurt any body by 
word or deed ? Have you alwajrs been true and just in au 
TOur dealings? Never borne malice nor hatred in your 
hearts ? Have you ever kept your hands from picking and 
stealing, and your tongues from evil speaking, lying, and 
slandering ? Have you nev^ been guilty of the odious vice 
of perjury and false swearing ? Have you kept your bodies 
always in temperance, soberness, and chastity ? Never 
coveted nor desired other men's goods, but learned and la- 
boured truly to get your own living and to do your duty in 
that state of life unto which it pleased God to call you ? 
Put these questions, as in the sight of God, who knows aU 
things, to your own hearts and consciences, and the answer 
will be clean You have done many of these things which 
you ought not to have dcme, and have left undone many of 
these things whidi 3rou know you ought to have performed. 
The crime for which you were sent out to this colony, was 
an ofience against one or other of the ten commandments« 
and against how many of the others, unknown to your fellow 
cnfeatores, or undiscovered, or not exactly punishable by the 
laws of nunii have you not offended ? And since the ten 
commandments written in the Old Testament, areas binding 
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upon us now as they were u[>on the Jew8» to whom they 
were first given by God ; and since we are told in the New 
Testament, that even ** whosoever shall keep the whole law 
and yet o£Pend in one point, he is guilty of all/' how canyoUf 
who have offended against so mani/ points, expect to be 
saved ? How can you escape the eternal punishment of the 
disobedient and the wicked in the world to come ? Think 
you, you shall escape by carelessness of religioi|i — ^by forget- 
fulness of God— by committing again in this country, per- 
haps the very same sins, which were the cause of bringing 
you into it ? No, except you repent, and obey the gospel 
of Christ, you must perish for ever. ** Turn*' then " noi 
to the right htmd nor to the left: remove iky foot from evilJ' 
'To the Jews was promised, upon their due regard to 'the ten 
commandments, that ** it should be well with them, thai they 
should live and prolong their days in thepronmed landJ* And 
to yoUi it is declared, << blessed are they who heq> the command" 
ments of God" and that, ^ what we ask^ toe shaU receive^ 
because we keep his commandments." The love of man to 
God, who has created and preserved him, who, through the 
death of his Son Jesus Christ upon the cross, has redeemed 
him from future punishment, and who sanctifies him by his 
Spirit, is said in scripture to be shewn, by keeping his com- 
mandments. And they caqnot be accounted grievous. 
When called upon to do the will of God, you are not ex- 
horted to perform a hard service, but to do that which can 
bring you peace of mind and quiet consciences here, and 
prepare you for the enjoyment of eternal happiness hereafter. 
The ways of religion are pleasant and peaceful, while on the 
contrary, the hackneyed paths of vice, are paths of danger 
and disgrace, and the end thereof is death. Pray then unto 
God, of his great mercy, to forgive you your past sins and 
offences. Implore him to grant, that you may henceforth, 
not be christians in name only, but in deed and in truth— 
that you may bring forth fruits meet for repentance — ^that 
you may manifest your faith in Christ, to be true and sincere, 
by your conduct towards God, and towards man in honesty 
ana sobriety, in obedience to those who are set over you, 
and to the laws of your country. The Holy Spirit of God 
is promised secretly and gradually to assist the weak endea- 
vours of man after piety and virtue, and not only to make 
him thinh that which is righi, but to enable him faithfuUy 
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to perform the same. The righteous laws of God, mdeed 
you eould never, of yourselves, fulfil; but your faithful and 
fervent endeavours to obey the precepts of the gospel, wiU, 
through the atonuig merits of the Saviour, be* accepted of 
God. Though your sins be as scarlet, through the blood of 
Christ, they sliall be as white as snow^ though they be red 
like crimson; they shall be as wool. 
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ON KEEPING HOLY THE^ SABBATH 

DAY. 



EXODUS XX. 8. 

Remember th^ Sabbath day to keep it holy. 



JL HESE are the words of God, delivered by Moses to 
the Jews. Amongst the other commandments which the 
Lord gave unto them, particular mention is made again 
and again in the bible, of the SfMcuh^ and of their obser- 
vance of this he seems to have been especially careful. 
Again and again are they promised that it shall be well 
with them if they will obey this precept. Again and again 
are they threatened with the severest punishment for break- 
ing the Sabbath day. And, as it is as much our duty 
noWf as it was that of the Jew in ageapastf to observe 
all the ten commandments of God ; ana as the anger of 
God is as great now^ as it was then against those, who 
break them, I shall direct your attention on this occasion 
to so important a subject, humbly praying unto God, to 
give you his grace, that you may profit by what shall 
be spoken. 

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. The 
word. Sabbath, means re«^— As God rested on the seventh 
day from the works of creation, as you will find in the 
book of Genesis — ^the first book of Moses, in the Bible; so 
was man to rest from his worldly cares, and labour, and 
to devote that day to the duties of religion, the care pf his 
soul, and the service of his God. 

If, before the fall of our first parents in Paradise, there 
was need of a Sabbath— -a day of religious feeling— 



ON KEEPING HOLY THE SABBATH DAY. 25 

religions prayer and praise. If, at that time, before sin 
came into the world, the Sabbath was a sign between God 
and them — a means of exercising* and carrying on the ho- 
liness which God had given them ; surely we, since that 
fall, must, sinners as we are by natare and by practice, 
stand in need of the sabbath, to be a sign of the covenant 
of grace and mercy through Christ, and a means of our 
becoming hoi/. The Almighty was pleased to allow 
Adam six days in the week to dress and till the garden of 
Eden, and to keep the seventh holy unto himself, and he 
has also permitted his sinful creatures now to spend six 
days in each week in doing the works of their calling, 
while the seventh is to be given up to himself — ^to His 
worship and praise. The sabbath was intended by God as 
a day of repose— of refreshment, and religious meditation 
to the creatures of his hand. It was given by God to the 
Jews, to be a sign between himself and them — a sign, by 
which he shewed his great mercy and loving kindness to 
his people, and bv wUch they might shew their fidelity 
and obedience to him. And so it is to us at the present 
day. For what can be a greater proof of the mercy of God 
to our bodies and souls, than the appointment of one day 
in seven, on which the whole creation may rest from labour, 
and man may devote his thoughts to the awful concerns of 
another world ? Or what can be a surer sign either of our 
reverence for God, and of our growing in grace on the one 
hand, and on the other, of our contempt of his Divine Ma- 
jesty, and the unsanctified state of our souls« than the 
manner in which we employ ourselves on this holy day ? 

Remember the sabbath iiay to keep it holy. Perhaps 
you will ask, how are you to keep holy the sabbath day ? 
I will tell you. — When you awake from your sleep in the 
morning of the sabbath, not only praise God for his mercy 
in having preserved you through the dangers of the night 
past, and spared your life so long, notwithstanding your 
great and repeated wickedness ; but pray unto him from 
the heart, to give you his grace to enable you to draw off 
your thoughts from the things of this world during the 
day on which, you have just entered, and to fix them on 
the concerns of your immortal souls and a world to come. 
Are you living in a family, in a town where there is a place 
of public worship on the sabbath day ? Your master or 

E 
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mistress will never refuse to give you leave to attend that 
worship once at least, either in the morning' or the after- 
noon of the day. When you are in the church or chapel, 
pay attention to the advice given you by the preacher, and 
join in fervent prayer with the rest of the congregation, on 
your bended knees, to the Father of mercies, who has 
granted you this opportunity of seeking the forgiveness of 
your sins, through his Son Jesus Christ, and of praying to 
him to give you his grace to enable you to amend your lives 
for the future. During the remainder of the day, let your 
thoughts and conversation be directed to a future state of 
being beyond the grave. Read the scriptures, which tes- 
tify of your fallen state and your need of a Saviour, or, if 
you cannot read yourselves, intreat your fellow servants to 
read to you the words of eternal life from the bible or 
some good book, which explains to you the truths of the 
bible. And when this day of holy rest is over, and you 
are about to lie down on your bed to sleep, fall down on 
your knees before the Lord your maker and preserver, and 
bless him for having given you health and strength to serve 
him with a quiet mind during the day past — to pardon the 
sinfulness, the utter worthlessness of your doings in his 
sight, through his Son Jesus Christ — ^to accept, through 
him, your weak endeavours to worship and adore him, and 
to raise you up again, to begin the labours of another week, 
and to discharge them to the satisfaction of your employer, 
and to his honor and glory. 

Are you engaged in service on a farm in a part of the 
country where there is no place of public worship, and 
where no divine service, no prayers or sermons are read in 
the family or to the servants upon the farm, on any part of 
the sabbath day ? Still may you pray to God in private, 
morning as well as evening — still even there you may read 
your bible and meditate on the things of another world, 
and of the exceeding value of the soul ; or, if you cannot 
read, your thoughts may rise from earth to heaven, and 
your prayers, if sincere, through Christ, will gaan en- 
trance there. And should it be ^our lot to be a solitary 
guardian of your master's flock m the bush, at a distance 
from his farm, and no other human being near you, think 
on the great Shepherd of the sheep, Jesus Christ, who 
has come to save you, lost and perishing, and who. 
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though you see him noty yet beholds yoo and calls you 
back to his fold, from which, like one of the flock before 
you, which yon may have lost but recovered, you have 
erred and strayed. Nothiogp can interrupt your silent 
praiyera unto him. Did you know no other than that which 
was made by himself, the Lord% Prayer y that, if offered 
up fervently and in faith, would reach the ears of his 
mercy, and obtain heavenly blessings for you. 

By acting thus, you will keep holy the sabbath day ; 

and now let me ask you, has such been your conduct both 

in this country and in your native land ? have you thus 

kept holy unto the Lord, the day of his own appointment f 

What do your consciences testify? What answer can you 

make in the presence of God, who knows all things that 

you have done during your past lives ? Alas ! You have noi 

remembered to keep holy the sabbath day» and, not having 

done so, you have profaned it» and broken one of the 

righteous commandments of God, which you kMW you 

ought to have observed. Now listen while I tell you, in 

what way the sabbath day is not kept holy by persons in 

your condition of life, and put it to your hearts, for they 

will tell you in which of these ways you have offended 

against God. 

To begin with the dawn, with the earliest light of the 
sabbath mom. The sun of that day of sacred rest arises 
in the eastern sky, but is no witness of one, who calls 
himself a chrtsHan, being fallen low on his knees before 
the footstool of his God, in praise for blessings past, in 
prayer for blessings to come, and for mercy ai^ forgive- 
ness. As he ne^ects prayer to God on every morning of 
every other day in the week, so on the sabbath morning 
he neglects it too ; and when his necessary work is done, 
and the hour arrives for public worship, he feels no anxious 
wish to go his way into the gates of God with thanks- 
giving, or to enter into his courts with praise; but, if 
obliged to go, if sent thither by his employer, he goes 
with reluctance, and pays no attention to the religious ser- 
vices, as they proceed, during the sacred hour of prayer. 
The bible is never opened during the day, nor is either 
private or domestic prayer attended to. The hours of sa- 
cred rest are spent in sinful idleness ; wicked companions 
are resorted to, wanton and impure conversation is engaged 
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in, plots of iniqaity are formedy the gambling room or tha 
ttvem are frequented-^runkeDness^fornicatioD, and adul- 
tery sacceed ; crimes of every dye are either committed, 
or the seeds of them sown, and he who has begun the day 
without prayer, is too far gone in wickedness to think of 
it at its close, and passes the night of the sabbath in a state 
worse than the beast that perishes, rendered senseless by 
intoxication, or else in thie commission of acts of filthy 
and abominable sin. 

And have you been engaged in any of these things on 
the sabbath day ? Have you in this country ? Have you in 
your native land ? Hear the following statement respecting 
the profanation of the Sabbath in England, and ask your« 
selves, whether it is not equally correct with regard to 
the neglect of it here ? 

** Tell me what vices and outrages are not conmiitted 
upon the sabbath, when it is dishonoured and violated. 
Of those who are executed as victims to the infraction of 
the laws or their country, the greater part date their ruin 
from the flagrant breaches of this sacred day. Of tho hi- 
deous and fearful sins of impurity and licentiousness, the 
sabbath is the season. Of the degrading habits of drun- 
kenness, the sabbath is the period, the spot, the occasion. 
Schemes of rapine and dishonesty are almost all planned 
in the abused hours of the Lord's day ; the first steps are 
perhaps not discernible — an occasional neglect of the ordi- 
nances of religion, brings no instant profligacy of principle, 
society is secure, but the tendency soon appears ; the mor- 
al sense is loosened, the fear of God, like a bsyrier, being 
removed, the torrent of passion and concupiscence pours 
out of itself. The danger is augmented from the concealed 
labyrinths of the process ; should a loose companion say 
to a sober religious youth, on the morning of the christian 
sabbath, ^' Go with me to day, ruin your health, destroy 
your reputation, lose your money, kill your aged parents 
with grief, be a companion of prostitutes, rob your master, 
break the laws of your country, scorn God, be executed 
as a criminal, and plunge in the lake which burneth with' 
fire and brimstone'' — certainly the undebauched youth 
would tremble and flee. But the tempter conceals all 
this ; he only says '' Do not go to church to day, spend 
ihc day with me.'' All the rest follow^) of course : — " the 
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companion of fools shall be destroyed/' The sabbath* 
breaker is in truth prepared for every enormity, and every 
crime — he is a bold transgressor; he practically denies 
God's right to be worshipped, honoured, reverenced, obey- 
ed ; he says God is not an object of admiration, fear, gra- 
titude, love. He that thus contemns God, has no r^^srd 
for man, society is not safe with him ; he may be restrained 
from crime by selfish motives ; he is not restrained by con- 
science and religious ones.''* 

And here I cannot but, say a few words to you on the 
sin o( drunkenness. Heat ithe^ observation of one of our 
greatest Judges in England, toanv years ago, respecting 
this every day-increasingsia, »<f If ' says he, ** the murders 
and manslaughters, the burglaries and robberies, the riots 
and tumults, the adulteries, fornications, rapes, and other 
great enormities that have happened during the space of 
twenty years, were divided into Ave parts, four of them 
have been the issues and product of excessive drinking, 
or of tavern or alehouse-meetings/' And such, would we 
fear, be found to be true at the present time. Drunkennessi 
and on the sabbath day in particular, is the parent oC sAl 
other vices ; a drunken man is at all times an object of 
disgust, and he who gives himself up to this disgraceful 
vice, we may be sure commits other sins, of which it is 
the source. A drunken woman, and if any of this des- 
cription should in an hour of sobriety cast her eye over 
these pages, let her pause and consider— a drunken woman 
is an object of still greater disgust — lost tQ all virtue, and 
to every sense of what is right, she goes on headlong in 
vice, ruins, with her drunken companions, the constitution 
of her body, brings her life to an untimely end, and eter- 
nal destruction upon her immortal soul. AvokI then, for 
the future, as you would wish to be saved, the odious vice 
of drinking inioxicating liquors* Keep yourselves from 
drunkenness. 

And how awful is the thought, that the Sabbath, the 
Lord's own day, should be the one chosen for the commis- 
sion of this sin ! that day which should be holy to the 



* Seven Sermons on the Lord's Day, by Dr. Wilsony Bishop of 
Calcuttfi, p. 180. 
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Lord, and honourable, is thus devoted to the devil, to the 
most filthy and abominable vices. 

Let me exhort you who iiave hitherto indulged in sab- 
bath-breaking, in whatever way you may not have kept 
holy the sabbath, to pray unto God to pardon you through 
Jesus Christ, for your great sins committed against him ; 
implore him to give you his grace, that you may amend 
your conduct for the future, that you may hallow his sab- 
baths. *^ Remember to keep the fourth commandment " 
*^ Remember that thou keep holy the sabbath day, six 
days shalt thou labour, and do all that thou hast to do, 
but the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God, in 
it thou shalt do no manner of work, thou and thy son and 
thy daughter, thy man servant, and thy maid servant, thy 
cattle, and the stranger that is within thy gates ; for in six 
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea and all that 
in them is, and rested on the seventh day ; wherefore the 
Lord blessed the seventh day, and hallowed if You 
see, that in whatever situation in the country you may be 
placed, you still may refrain from breaking the sabbath 
day. You know the fatal consequences of persisting in 
disobeying this commandment of God, that they, the ser- 
vants of the devil^ who will not keep holy the sabbath 
day, that day of sacred rest upon earth, can never be ad- 
mitted to that eternal sabbath of rest above, which *^ re- 
maineth" only ^* to the people of Ood." 
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THERE IS NO PEACE TO THE 

WICKED. 



ISAIAH, LVIL 21. 

There it no peacei Mith my God, to the wicked. 



X HE holy prophet Isaiah haviog in this chapter reproved 
the Jews for their idolatry, apd given comfort unto those 
who are of an humble spirit and who put their trust in 
God, declaring that it is the Lord who proclaims petice, 
not only to ^&em, but also to distant nations ; sums up the 
whole by assuring them that the wicked can expect neither 
peace nor comfort, since their minds are in a continual 
state of agitation and uneasiness, like a turbulent and rest- 
less ocean. — ^^ The toicked" aaya he^ ** are like the trou- 
bled sea when it cannot reaty whoae watera caat up mire 
and dirt s'^ and in the words of the text, ^^ There ia no 
peace, aaith my God, to the wicked" 

From these words you may learn, lst.-*-That there can 
be no peace to the wicked in thia world, and, ^Zndly.— 
That they will be strangers to peace in the world to come. 
Should it be asked, who are meant by the wicked, in 
the text ? I answer, all those who act contrary to the 
known commandments of God — who break his laws,* 
(whatever they may be,) and who obey not the gospel of 
Christ. Many, many there are, who by their general con- 
duct plainly shew, that, while they call themselves chris-* 
tians, they will not depart from iniquity. To him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it ia «m. 
Against such, if they die impenitent, even Sodom and 
Gomorrah, those sinful cities of the plain, that for the 
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crimes of their inhabitants, were destroyed by fire and 
brimstone from the Lord oat of heaven, shall rise up in 
judgment. With the mere professon of Christianity— with 
him who ta not what he prtfesaes to be, who shall attempt 
to compare the state of the ignorant heathen, such as for 
instance, that of the native blacks of this country, who 
never knew that there was a Redeemer and a God ? Bui 
leaving the mere professor of Christianity, to touch u^on 
the sins of deepest die. I ask you, had Cain peace of mind 
after he had slain his brother Abel ? when the blood of 
that righteous brother cried from the ground for vengeance 
against him, and the almighty had set his mark upon him, 
did he feel aught but the stings of conscience — ^the terrors 
of the world to come? When Judas had betrayed his 
master, Jesus Christ» with a kiss, and sold the Lord of 
Life for thirty pieces of silver, did not the worm which 
dieth not, the fire which is not quenched, begin already 
in this world to prey upon his guilty soul I I need not 
bring you more instances, to shew you, that the wicked, 
the imj»enitent sinner, will in vain, seek for peace of mind 
and quietness of conscience, either during, or after the 
commission of his crimes. There is that within a man, 
which, while committing sin, will not permit him to rest 
in comfort. The murderer and the thief—- the daring robber 
by day, and the plunderer of another's property by night, 
terrified with the just punishment of their crimes, would, 
if possible, hurry from themselves, and endeavour to con- 
ceal their inward pangs : but the still small voice of con- 
science pursues them whithersoever they fly, and the fearful 
looking for, not of an earthly judgment alone, not merely 
of the offended laws of their Country; but of 9l judgment 
to come, of the dreadful vengeance of their offended Ood 
in another world, will sooner or later fill their minds vnth 
the bitterness of anguish and despair. Such then are the 
troubled feelings of notorious sinners, even in this life. 
And shall they who commit, what are considered by the 
world, sins of less magnitude, shall they escape? Where 
is the peace of mind which belongs to the adulterer, and 
the fornicator, after the commission of his sin? Where is 
the real happiness, the consciousness of well doing, in the 
breast of the profane swearer, the drunkard, the liar, 
and the sdbbath'breaker ? Do yoa think that the man 
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who knows tfaalhiB God has appointed one day in seven to 
be set apart for his own peeuiiar service, and who wil- 
fully toms his back upon the appointed ordinances of 
puhliCi a& well as the duties of prtvate worship^ and who 
makes that day, a day of worldly merriment or of tcorldly 
business, or of idleness and riot ; think you, that meh an 
one, when be comes to reflect, can look back with peace 
hoA forward with ^ope ? Must he not rather see the an- 
ger of Ood suspended over him, and expect, if he repents 
not, and amends his ways, the due punishment of his neg- 
lect oi the means of grace, and of the offers of mercy 
through Jesus Christ ? The drunkard too, while he spends 
upon himself and his guilty companions, in wanton excess, 
the hard earned wages of his daily toil — while perhaps, 
his wife and little ones are starving at home. Can he fail, 
sooner or later, to suffer the pangs of a guilty conscience, 
and) to feel, (though he will not confess it,) that he is a 
stranger to real peace of soul ? ** There ie no peace, 
saith my God, to the wicked." There is no peace to those 
who wilfully break the commandments of God — who are 
continnally plotting mischief and crime— who neglect the 
duties of religion — who indulge in all manner of vice — 
who, by so doing, ruin themselves and their families, and 
who turn away from the offer of the pardoning mercy of 
Christ-Coffers which are made to all* There is no peace to 
those who profess to be christians, while, in works, they 
deny the holy name by which they are called. To whom 
then is their inward peace of soul ? who, amidst the dan- 
gers, ihe temptations, the errors, and the sins of this mor- 
tal life, can journey on calmly and humbly through the 
days allotted them upon earth, and look forward with holy 
joy to that state of everlasting peace, where no enemy can 
enter, where no temptations can assault, no neglect of 
duty smite the conscience ? The true christian, he is the 
man, who hdppy and contented with the lot assigned to 
him by providence upon earth, with the eye of faith fixed 
upon heaven, humbly hopes, through the merits of the 
Saviour, to enter there. Thou, (O God) urill keep him 
in perfect peace, whoee mind is stayed on thee; because 
he trustei^inthee. in' order, then, to enjoy true peace, 
religion must be the first care of-your hearts. It must be 
your chief object to discharge your duty to your God and 
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your neighbonr, ta have a lively faith in God's mercy 
Viroogh Christ, to repent you truly of your innumerable 
sins, and to seek, by constant prayer, the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit, to purify your souls, to correct your evil 
tempers and dispositions, and to endue you with strength 
from on high, to fighi manfully under Christ's banner — 
to renounce the devil and all his works, the pomps and 
vanities of this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of 
the flesh. If such be your aim for the future, you will be 
christians indeed. ^' Mark the perfect man^ and behold 
the uprightf for the end of that man is peace" Behold 
the true christian on his road to heaven. The arrow that 
flieth by day, the dangers that may happen to the body, 
shall not strike terror into his soul, for he is at peace with 
God, through Jesus Christ, and therefore prepared to meet 
his God. When the darkness of the night arrives, and 
sleep, the emblem of death, overtakes him, he can say^ 
with the Psalmist, ** I will both lay me down in peace , 
and sleepf for thou. Lord, only makest me to dwell in 
safety" And when the end of his earthly race is at hand, 
he shall calmly resign his spirit into the hands of God, 
who gave it, and exclaim in the language of the holy 
Simeon ; ** Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peacCy according to thy word.** But how different will 
be the end of the wicked I Which consideration leads me 
to another truth to be learned from the text, that the wick<- 
ed not only do not enjoy peace in this world, but that 
they will also be strangers to peace in the world to come. 

^ There is no peace, saiih my God, to the wicked.'' 
These are the words of Jehovah, the God of truth, the 
God who cannot lie: and if you believe the scriptures in 
one part, you must believe them in another : that God, 
who 'has declared, that the righteous shall go into life 
eternal, has also declared, that the wicked shall go into 
everlasting punishment, into fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels. And a state of punishment is that, in 
which no one ever expects to find pecuse. And of what 
kind the punishment in another world will be, we may 
form an idea, from what it has pleased God to reveal to us 
in scripture. It will be etemal-^t will be the worm which 
dieth not,' and the fire which cannot be queiidied. 

Let then die wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
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man hisihouffhiff o,nd kthim turn unio the Lordj and he will 
have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he toill abundantly 
pardon. Assured, that as certain as you are now breathing 
the breath of life, you must one day die, and that there 
will be a day of final judgment — that you must all appear 
hrfcre the judgment seat of Christ, and receive every one of 
you according to that you have done upon earth, whether it he 
good or had, in humble faith and true penitence, seek the 
forgiveness of your sins through the atoning merits of the 
crucified Saviour. Though the wicked may still ^o on in 
their wickedness, and even sometimes escape without the 
bitter pangs of conscience, and seem to themselves and to 
others to be happy, yet when they come to die, all the 
sins they have committed will stare them in their face, and 
rise up in judgment against them. Let all careless sinners 
then repent, while opportunity is allowed them, and put 
not off that most necessary duty of repentance, to a time 
the most unsuitable for it — a dying hour. For your en- 
courag'ement to repent and amend your ways, reflect upon 
that peace which belongs to the true christian. While he 
possesses a good and joyful hope of the mercy of God, 
through Christ, and a sense of his Umng kindness, which is 
better than Ufa itself^ While he is blessed with a peace 
which still must be imperfect here below, he is goin^ step 
by step out of this vale of tears, out of this world of sin, 
temptation, and sorrow ; to the enjoyment of that perfect 
*^ peace which passeth all understanding, quitting a perisha- 
ble mansion of clay, exchanging theecirihfy tabernacle of his 
body for a building of God, a house not made witl^kands, 
eternal in the heavensJ* 
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THE IMPROVEMENT OF TIME. 



(A FIT SUBJECT OF CONSIDERATION AT THE BEGIN- 
NING OF A NEW YEAR.) 



PSALM XC. 12. 



So ttach us to number- our days, that we may apply our hearts unto 

wisdom. 



-Mr EW and evil have the day 9 of the years of my 
life been'' (observed the good old Patrivchy Jacob", to 
Pharaoh, the Egyptian Img) ^' And have not (Utained 
unto the days of the years of the life ef my. fathers in 
the days of their pilgrimage.'* In the very first ag«8 of 
the world, the allotted period of koinan life was great, 
when compared with what it is at present, and the yeafs 
of mankind were prolonged to many generations. But 
now the days of our life are reduced to threeseore yean 
and ten, and even, should there be instances of any indi- 
viduals attaining fourscore years, yet their strength at that 
advanced period is only labour and sorrow. The utmost 
limit therefore, of man's present existence upon earth, is 
clearly set before us in the sacred scriptures ; and as one 
year rolls on after another, no one can be so blind as not to 
perceive the rapidity with which his days pass away from 
him, and the swiftness with which he is borne onward to 
the land of forgetfulness Our days are like a shadow^ 
that declineth. We bring cur years to an end, as it 
were a tale that is told" Such then being the case, so 
short the time allowed mankind for the great duty of pre- 
paration for another state of being beyond the present, 
ought not men to be chiefly engag^ in the important du- 
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ties of religion, in fitting thenuelves by their condact dur- 
ing* their state of trial upon earth, for a deliverance from 
that future misery, to which their sina expose them, and 
through the merits of Christ, for the enjoyment of a state 
of happiness hereafter ? Such, it might be supposed, 
would be the conduct of creatures endowed with reaaon 
and thought ; possessed of immortal souls within them, 
and desirous of escaping the punishment of their sins in 
another world, by the righteous judgments of offended 
heaven. It might be reasonably expected, that beings, 
who were conscious of their mortality, that there must 
be one year which will be to them their last, and who 
believe the truths of scripture, would be anxious for the 
future well being of their immortal spirits, of those souls 
within them, which cannot die : but no ! Satan, the great 
enemy of virtue and of man, leads men captive at his will, 
bids them live, as without God in the world, forgetful of 
their sinfulness and their mortality, heedless of their 
duties to God and their neighbour, neglectful of the ex» 
ercise of prayer, of attending upon public worship, and 
of a regard to their morals and conduct ; and they go on 
year after year, sinning and unrepenting, till death puts a 
period to their career, and Satan triumphs in the accom- 
plishment of his devices. 

The great business of repentance and amendment of life, 
is either never thought of, or treated with scorn and con* 
tempt, or delayed to a more convenient season, a season, 
which, alaal may never arrive f^^For, ^* behold runstis 
the accepted time, behold now is the day of salvation/' 
The short apace of life upon earth, la the only time for 
improvement and preparation for another world. '* What' 
soever thy handfindeth to do, do it toith thy' might; for 
there is no work, nor device^ nor knowledge^ nor vsiedom 
in the grave, whither thou goeet/* But how little do men 
think o€ death, and of a judgment to come ! Running the 
giddy round of pleasure and of sin, how many put off 
the thoughts of religion, and the cares of futurity, until 
sickness, pain, and old age, and the consequent anxiety 
oi mind render them unfitted either to seek aright, or 
calmly to enjoy her divide comsolations i But, what saith 
the scripture ? ^' Refotee, young man, in thy youth, 
a/nd let thy heart eheer thee in the dags of Ay youth, and 
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walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine 
eyes, but know tho^y that for all these things God will 
bring thee into judgment," The pomps and vanities of a 
world of error and of sin, draw men aside from their alle- 
giance to their maker, and from a care of their better and 
immortal interests. But not only do the pomps and van- 
ities of the world, beguile mankind of their real happiness, 
but the sinful indulgence of the evil passions of human 
nature, occupSvstheir precious moments. In drunkenness 
and debauchery, in a shameful profanation of the Lord's 
day, how many carelessly indulge ; how many are guilty 
of the habit of profane cursing and swearing, and when 
we reflect upon the instances of cringe, of violence, of 
theft, of adultery, and murder, of acts of the grossest 
impurity, wl^ch every year occur amongst us, we are 
led to meditate upon the craftiness of that great enemy, 
of mankind, who, cheating men of their best interests, 
hurries them on through their fleeting years, to their final 
doom I And will you not take warning ^ Will you go on 
still day after day, and year after year, regardless of your 
mortality, and unprepared for death, which may come 
suddenly upon you, and lead yon into everlasting torment? 
IVill you still refuse to forsake your iniquities, to turn by 
repentance and sincere faith in Christ, unto God, and to 
live ? Will you profess Christianity with your lips, and 
think that such profession shall save yoa? Will you name 
the name of Christ and yet not depart from iniquity ? ^' 80 
teach us, Lord, to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom V* Conscious of your mor- 
tality and frailty, of the uncertainty of life, and the van- 
ity of earthly things, let me exhort you henceforth to 
endeavour, so to keep a good accoimt of your days, as 
they pass away from you one«fter the other, that you may 
studiously devote your best affections to the pursuit and 
attainment of those things which can never be taken away 
from you. Endeavour so to pass through things temporal, 
that you finally lose not the things that are eternal ; that, 
instead of setting your chief hopes and affections upon 
things which perish in the using, instead of indulg- 
ing in the commission of sin, and in breaking the 
commandments of heaven, you may make the du- 
ties of religion the first object of your care, that you 
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lay up for yourselves treasures, (not upon earth, but in 
heaven) treasures which nothing can separate from you. 
This is surely wisdom. This is that wisdom to which the 
Psalmist David prays unto God, that his heart might be ap- 
plied to such wisdom, as Solomon, his son, recommends 
to us in his proverbs, '< to seek after as the choicest of 
riches, the most valuable of possessions/' He who obtains 
it, he declares to be the happy man. The good and the 
upright is the only one quiet in his conscience and at peace 
with his maker, while the thoughtless and the wicked are 
like the troubled ocean, whose waters are ever unsettled, 
casting up mire and dirt. ** Happy is the man that findeth 
wisdom, and the man thatgetteth understanding; for the 
merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver^ 
and the gain thereof, than fine gold ; it is more precious 
than rubies, and all the things thou canst desire, are not to 
be compared unto her. Length of days is in her right 
hand, and^in her left hand, riches and honor. Her ways 
are ways of pleasantness and all her paths are peace. How 
much better is it to get wisdom than gold, and to get un- 
derstanding, rather to be chosen than silver." ^' What 
shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul V Or " What shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul V What profit shall it be to men, if they en- 
joy the pleasures of sin for a season, while here upon earth, 
to live through all the ages of eternity in the positive en- 
duraxice of unspeakable woe. 

^' So teach ua to number our day 8 that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom," Year after year rolls unheeded 
by, and you are insensibly led on towards the regions of 
immortality. Every year in its passage down the stream 
of time,, bears you with it onward to the tomb, to the hour 
of death, and to the day of judgment. How many victims 
to his uplifted arrow, does death every returning year con- 
vey from the dreams of time to the realities of eternity I 
How many thoughtless and giddy mortals are hurried away 
from their unsubstantial enjoyments, to render an account 
of their conduct during their short abode upon earth! How 
many heinous criminals are every year sent into the pre- 
sence of their Almighty Judge, by an ignominious death 
upon the gallowfi ! How many even in the enjoyment of 
youth, health, and strength, are carried away either by 
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sHdden accident, by sickness, or lingpering disease, their 
bodies a prey to the worm of corruption, aund their spirits 
returned unto God who gave them ! How necessary, then, 
for you who survive, looking back upon the vanity, folly^ 
and sin of your past lives, to take warning from passing 
events, and to resolve, by the grace of God, that you will 
devote more of your precious moments to the duties of reli-* 
gion, aad to the thoughts of a world to come — that you will 
seek after the true wisdom, the salvation of your immor* 
tal soiils. 

'^ Man, that is born of a woman hath but a short time 
to live, and is full of misery, he cometh up and is cut down 
like a flower, be fleeth, as it were a shadow, and never 
continueth in one stay/' The years of man upon earth, at 
the longest, are but short, so soon passeth away our life, 
and we are gone. The sepulchre is ever open to receive 
its prey, and no sooner is one individual committed, earth 
to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, in union with its 
kindred clay, than another succeeds him and is hidden 
from our view ! 

If you were merely mortal — if your existence ended with 
this life — if you were beings, not accountable for your ac« 
iious to ^our Maker and your God, you could not pass your 
days on earth with greater indifference than is too gene-^ 
rally the case. Resolve then, I beseech you, by God's 
grace, to amend your lives for the future according to his 
holy word. The sinner, who truly repents of his past of* 
fences, and endeavours, by the grace of God, thus to mend 
for the future, pmying for forgiveness through the merits 
of the Redeemer who died for sinners upon the cross, the 
Almighty will receive and abundantly pardon. The blood 
of Jesus Christ can cleanse from every pollution, and his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

Oh I did giddy mortals but only consider the importance 
of obedience to the commandments of heaven, of leading 
moral, virtuous, and religious lives ; did they but reflect 
that the good and moral christian, even in this life, has a 
decided advantage over the contrary character, in the 
peace of mind which he enjoys, from the consci-r>-^otts*- 
ness, that he is endeavouring, by the help of God, to do 
well, how different would individuals be ! How happy 
would communities become ! 



THE IMPROVEMENT OF TIME. 41 

But sin, having once grained an entrance into the Para- 
dise of God, having* infected the hearts of oar first parents, 
has continued to pollute the desires and actions of their 
posterity, and it is only by prayer and supplication unto 
heaven, through the atoning- merits of the Saviour, that 
you can be enabled to resist the allurements and the varied 
temptations of your watchful enemy. 

Pray then, that you may learn so to number your re- 
maining days upon earthy that you may apply your hearts 
unto wisdom. Reflect upon the frailty of all worldly 
things, otithecertainty of the hour of death, and the awful 
<l&y of judgment. The day of judgment, in which all will 
be tried, and sentenced according to their actions upon 
earth, is as certain to all as the day of their death. '* It 
is appointed unto men once to die, and after that, the 
judgment.'' The resurrection of the just and the unjust 
must take place — the day of final reckoning must arrive. 

For a year must arrive, which shall be the last of earth's 
existence, when all things temporal shall come to an end 
— '^ Behold the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night, in the which the heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat ; 
the earth also, and the works that are therein, shall be 
burned up." The grave and the sea shall give up their 
dead^; and then — Behold he whom sinners had despised 
and rejected upon earth, Jesus Christ the Son of God, 
shall come to judge those who are living upon the earth at 
the time of his coming, as well as all who have died from 
the beginning 1 *^ The Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God !" 



43 



THE DUTY OP WATCHFULNESS. 



MARK XIII, 37. 

Anil whftt I say unto you, I isy unto all, watcb. 



1 HAT no part of the holy scriptures is of any private 
interpretation, but is given for the instruction of aU, a re- 
ference to the passage before us, would sufficiently shew. 
The words of the text were delivered by our Saviour imme- 
diately to his disciples, yet were they not confined to thenii 
but were intended to be of universal application, suitable to 
every age^ to every situcUion 6f life. ** And tvhca I say unto 
youy I say unto allf watch** We are all creatures of a day, 
children of the dust ; we o6nie up like the grass, and are 
cut down suddenly like the flower of the field. We are not 
therefore to be idle^ to pass away our moments of existence 
in carelessness and unconcern about a future state; we are 
not to live as if no account of our time would be required 
of us hereafter ; we have duties to discharge — sins to avoidn^ 
dispositions and tempers to cuUivatey-"^ place of eternal 
punishment to endeavour to escape, and by strenuous exer- 
tions to strive after a state of happiness everlastmg through 
the merits of Christ ; and this we have to do before we go 
hence^ and be no more seen. How necessary then to beings, 
whose lives are so uncertain and short, so prone to sin, and 
to neglect the great concerns of religion, is the admonition 
here given, to '* watch" Like the porter at the gate, wait- 
ing for the return of his master, and prepared to resist the 
midnight robber, so should we be ever on our guard — ^for 
our Lord may come unawares — the cold hand of death may 
seize upon us in an hour when we least expect it, and may 
find us sleepingj inattentive to the care of ^ sotd — unpre- 
pared for our last great change^ to meet our God. In dis- 
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charging then this great duty of watchfulness you must 
guard against the firtt temptation to sin. It was our Lord's 
direction to his disciples, ** Waich and pray thai ye enier 
not inio iempiaHan'* — and, if such highly favoured individuals, 
if they, who were blessed with the presence, and example 
of their Saviour^ if, though ihdr spirit was willing, yet still 
their jlesk was weak, they had need to be reminded of their 
duty, how much more necessary is it, that the admonition 
should be given to yew, whose spirit and flesh are both so 
frequently indisposed to what is right, so constantly open to 
temptation. Satan, whose deceitful snares triumphed over 
the virtue and holiness of our first parents, and thereby 
made us ever ready to fall before his repeated attacks, ready 
to vield to each succeeding sin, is still active in his attempts 
to keep fallen man from virtue and holiness here, and eternal 
happiness hereafter. It is he, who puts evil desires into 
the mind, who fills the mouth with profane and filthy lan- 
guage, and who stirs up the heart to the commission of 
sinful and abominable actions. But if you resist the 
tempter by fbrvent prayer through Christ, it is promised 
that he shall flee from you. It is by watchfulness and prayer 
to the Father of mercies, from whom alone aU holy desires^ 
all good counsels, and Mjusttporks do proceed, that sinful 
man may hope to be assisted and to overcome the wiles of 
the Devil, through the aid of the Holy Spirit by Jesus 
Christ. You should resist then the first beginning to sin. 
Watch, — for, when the tempter has succeeded in one in- 
stance, he generally prevails in another, and it has been 
well observed, that when a man from neglect of this neces- 
sary duty, has begun to commit sin, of whatever kind it may 
be, he soon falls before a second temptation, and so goes on 
from sin to sin, until his heart becomes hardened, and he 
neither fears the laws of manv nor trembles at the wrath 
of God. 

You are indeed sinners, not only by nature, but by prac- 
tice. You have, all of you, your own particular sins, of 
which your own consciences will testify ; which sins, if you 
make use of the means graciously provided for you in the 
Scriptures, you may be enabled to withstand and renounce. 
What then our Lord himself said to his disciples, I say unto 
you Waich^^ Watch — 1st. over your thougfUs. The mind of 
man, that which distinguishes him from all other works of 
creation, is constantly active and employed in some way or 
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another. It is that, bv which he reasons, reflects, and con- 
siders. Created in the image of his God, Adam, our first 
parent, when dwelling in paradise in a state of innocence, 
was pure in thought, in word, and deed. No sinful inclina- 
tion entered into his mind ; no unholy expression came from 
his lips ; no wicked action defiled his hands and heart ; but, 
when Satan gained his fatal triumph, and Adam ate of the 
forbidden fruit, sin polluted his very heart and soul, and 
every imagination of the thoughts of his posterity is there- 
fore only evil continually. Have yo« not oflen felt, and do 
you not often feel within you more frequently the inclination 
to do, what you know to be wrong, than the desire to do 
what, you are convinced is right ? The great enemy of your 
souls is ever on the watch to put into your hearts evil 
thoughts, to make you forget God, and disobey the Gospel 
of Christ. He endeavours to assure you, that you are in 
no danger from the wrath of God, and that you may live in 
ease, and indifference, without fear of a judgment to come. 
But believe him not. You must watch against his deceitful 
wiles, you must pray, that all impure, unholy, uncharitable 
thoughts may be subdued within you ; that you may grow 
daily humble and pure in heart, full of love to God, and your 
fellow-creatures. Let me then entreat you to the exercise 
of watchfulness, to keep your hearts with all diligence^ for 
out of them are the issues of life. '^ WaJtch and pray that ye 
enter not into temptation*^ 

And as you should watch daily over the imaginations 
admitted into your hearts, so you should watch — ^2ndly. 
over your toordsfthtiof the abundance of the heart the motuh 
speaheth. If therefore the inclinations of the heart be iwrong, 
so in general will the language of the lips be. And as the 
thoughts of the heart, so your words also must be brought 
under a strict and faithful examination, if you would really 
and in good earnest be watchful and desirous of escaping 
defilement, and the temptations of satan. If you talk with- 
out consideration, your words will be frequently those of 
folly ; if you speak of yourselves, they will often be words of 
vain glory ; and if you speak of others, you may often trace 
what you utter to the evil source of resentment, malice, or 
envy ; when either in anger or common conversation, in loud 
and clamourous mirth, men are heard uttering the name of 
God, and calling for condemnation on themselves, and 
others, we are led to meditate upon the snares of that enemy, . 
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who is leading them captive at bis will. Surely such per- 
sons have need to watcn^ have need to pray, that they fRoy 
renounce a practice for which they must one day give a 
dreadful account. And not only these, but many others, 
all, who walk according to the course of this world, neg- 
lecting the duties of religion, fulfilling the desires of the 
flesh, and the mind, and who set not a watch over the door, 
of their lips, it is our duty to admonish to be *' sobery to be 
vigilant^ because their adversary the devil^ as a roaring Uen 
walheth abovty seeking whom he may devour J' And as the 
inward thoughts of the heart, and the language of the lips, 
if not checked, will break forth into outward deeds, you 
should Watch — 3dly. over your actions. It is by these that 
the true Christian is distinguished from him, who bears only 
the name of Christ. It is by these, that the wicked and 
impenitent sinners shall be judged at the last great day. 
The full purpose of the sinful thoughts and imaginations of 
the heart may be concealed from your fellow creatures, even 
though expressed in language, but in general no one can be 
mistaken with regard to a man's actions. How loudly do 
the scriptures call upon the covetous — upon the worldly 
minded — upon the drunkard — the liar and thief — upon the 
adulterer and fornicator to toatch — to set a guard first upon 
their thoughts. How powerfully do they admonish the old 
and the young^ especially do they exhort the latter, to fear 
their God, to remember their Creator in the days of their 
youth, to begin well, to resist the ^rst temptation to sin, 
and to pray that the Lord Jesus Christ would send down 
the grace of His Holy Spirit, to sanctify and cleanse their 
polluted souls — to preserve them from the vicious tempta- 
tions which surround them on every side. 

Of what great importance then is it, that the guard should 
be set on. the thoughts in the first instance: for if sin be not 
checked in its first beginning — if it be not nipped in the 
bud, it is impossible to say what bitter fruit it may not pro- 
duce* Out of the heart, says the scripture, proceed not 
only evil thoughts, but murders, adulteries, fornications, 
theftsi false witness, blasphemies. If murderers and adul- 
terer^ if fornicators and thieves, if perjured persons and 
blasphemers had learned to watch the thoughts of their 
heartland to guard against the first emotions of sin, murders 
and adulteries, fornication and thefls, false witness and 
blasphemies, would have been crimes unknown. 
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Lastly — Indulge not in any sin either of thought, word, 
or deed, under the idea of secresy ; for if a man's own con- 
science does not testify against him, there is one witness 
of his evil doing, even God himself, who is greater than his 
heart, and who knoweth all things. 

How many sins take their origin from this single source, 
that men say in their hearts, <* Thou God 9eest not, thou God 
carest not for itf But whatever sin a person commits, 
whether he steals or lies — commits perjury — or takes the 
name of God in vain — swears or breaks the sabbath — or acts 
fraudulently-— or drinks to excess, or whether he transgresses 
the laws of heaven- in any other way, remember, he never 
sins unobserved I there is an eye upon him at all timesj and 
in every place, and he who observes every action, will one 
day bring every work into judgment, with every " secret 
thing, whether it be good or whether it be eviL'* Think, O 
impenitent sinner, What trembling and astonishment — What 
shame and confusion will seize thee, wh^n the Lord shall 
plead with thee face to face, and when he shall reprove thee, 
and set in order before thee the things which thou hast done. 
^* O consider this, ye that forget God, lest he tear you in 
pieces, and there be none to deliver you/' Seeing then that 
you are daily, hourly, and every moment exposed to the 
temptations of Satan, in thought, word, and deed, be care- 
ful to maintain this great duty of waJtchfuiness, to keep a 
guard over your hearts, and to pray unto God, that you 
may not be led into temptation. Avoid the first beginnings 
^ to sin, and consider how one sin leads on to another ; reflect 
on your past iniquities and seek forgiveness through the 
merits of Jesus Christ, and watch over your future lives, in 
thought, word, and deed, ever bearing in mind, that your 
situation either in a state of eternal happiness ^ eternal 
misery hereafter, depends upon your conduct now. 
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THE REWARD OF THE RIGHTEOUS 

AND THE WICKED. 



PROVERBS XI, 31. 

Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth : much more 

the wicked and the sinner. 



Jb ROM the cradle to the grave — from infancy to youth-^ 
from manhood to old age, it will be found, that the ex- 
pectation of improving- our condition, and the hope of 
reward if we do well, ever retain firm possession of the 
mind. Hold out the promise of a reward to a man, and 
will he not use his utmost endeavours to obtain it ? and 
with respect to religion and the concerns of another and 
an eternal world, a blessing and reward are set before us ; 
but are we as anxious, and are we setting about in as 
good earnest in endeavouring to attain them, as we shew 
ourselvels to be in regard to the things of this world ? a 
blessing and reward are offered to our constant notice in 
the sacred scriptures, as objects worthy of the exercise of 
our unwearied attention, even th/e prize of our high calling 
in Christ Jesus, eternal life> and the salvation of our im- 
mortal souls, are the great and glorious reward of the 
christian's continuance in well doing during the period of 
bis state of trial upon earth. Such reward, however, is 
not indeed, as in the success of any human adventure, 
(that of the christian's merit,) for after he has done all, he 
is but an unprofitable servant, and has done only, what it 
was his duty to do, but it is the merits alone of the Sa- 
viour — the reward which he has purchased for him by his 
blood. It is the gift of God, promised to all his faithful 
followers — a crown of glory obtained for the christian by 
Christ himself, who wore a crown of thorns, and died for 
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him upoo the painful cross. *' Not by works of righteous^ 
neas, which we have doncy but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration and reneunng 
of the Holy Ghost*' Althoug-h then the reward, which 
the good and faithful christian is promised to receive here- 
after, be not according to his deserts, still unless he makes 
diligent use of the means laid down in the sacred scrip- 
tures for obtaining it, unless he exercise a true repentance 
of his sins, and possesses a sincere faith in Christ, producing 
good works, the maintenance of every moral and christian 
virtue, set forth in the ten commandments, unless he mani- 
fest an unwearied continuance in well doing, by ** deny- 
ing all ungodliness and worldly lusts ^ and by living 
soberly^ righteously y and godly in this present world,** 
he cannot but fall short of the promised inheritance. 

These observations have had reference to the true chris- 
tian's reward in another world : but from the words of the 
text, we are led to conclude that he, who does well upon 
earth, as far as his sinful nature will permit, with the 
assistance of the grace of the Holy Spirit of God, to be 
obtained by diligent prayer, and who acts agreeably to 
the precepts of God, shall be by God recompensed 

even in this world. ** Behold the righteous shall be re* 
eompensed in the earth/' 

And how often do we find in the pages of scripture, the 
promise of temporal blessings held out to the ancient 
Israelites, as a reward for their conduct, in obedience to 
Moses their leader, and in doing the commandments of 
heaven. How frequently do we find such similar pro- 
mises, uttered by the mouths of the holy prophets of old 
to the people, whom they exhorted, and the Kings, whom 
they addressed. ** Observe and hear all these words'' (says 
Moses,) which I command thee, that it may go well with 
thee, and with thy children after thee, for ever ; when 
thou doest that which is good and right in the sight of 
the Lord thy God. ** Kftep," (says David in his dying 
instructions to Solomon his son) " keep the charge of the 
Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes 
and his commandments, and his judgments and testimonies, 
as it is written in the law of Moses.'' And why ? — ^' that 
thou may est prosper in all that thou doest ^ and whither " 
soever thou turnest thyself. That the Lard may continue 
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his icordy which he spake concerning me, sayingf " If 
thy children take heed to their way, to walk before me in 
truth with all their heart and with all their soul, there 
shall not fail thee (said he) a man on the throne of 
Israel." And full often do we read in days of old, that a 
perseverance in virtue, and fidelity to God, — a patient con- 
tinuance in the right way, and an uprightness of character, 
have been blessed with the good things of this world. — 
Out of innumerable instances may be adduced, those of 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, whose descendants, 
more in number than the stars of heaven, or than the sand 
on the sea shore, inherited the promised land. Of Joseph, 
who from being sold as a slave, was exalted to be the ruler 
over all the land of Egypt. And of Job, the latter end of 
whose days was blessed more than their beginning, whose 
flocks and herds were doubled, and his household multi- 
plied and increased. Such were the unerring ways of 
Divine Providence in former days, and such are undoubt- 
edly the dispensations of God even now. In one way or 
another the good and upright man, the true disciple of 
Christ, will be blessed in his worldly substance, either in 
himself or his posterity ; and the observation made by 
David in his days, is applicable to the present time. * I 
have been young and now am old ; yet have J not seen 
the righteous forsaken nor his seed begging their 
iread I !'* The promises of God to the well-doer indeed 
are sure and certain, as it regards not only another state 
hereafter, but the present life. ** Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinnerSf rwr sitteth in the seat of the scomfuls but his 
delight is in tlw law of the Lord, and in his law doth he medi- 
tate day and night; and he shall be like a treCy planted by tlie 
rivers of waters, that bringetli forth his fruit in his season,—^ 
his leaf also shall not ttnther, and whatsoever he doeth it shall 
prosper" The true Christian alone possesses peace of soul 
— ^^a quiet and contented mind, and a blissful foretaste of 
eternal joys. But, if the righteous shall be recompensed 
by God in this world as well as in another, so also shall the 
wicked and the sinner reap the reward of their doings. — 
" Behold the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth, much 
more the wicked and tlte sinner.*' The upright (says Solomon) 
shall dwell in the land and the perfect shall remain in it, 
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but the wickd shall be cut off from the earthy and the 
transgressor shall be rooted out of it. 

It is the established and unalterable law of heaven, that 
God will reward every man, according' to his works, and 
according to the actions of mankind, whether good or bad 
will he judge them at the last great day. If those, who 
do well are rewarded with blessings from above, much 
more may they, who refuse to do, what they know to be 
right, and who wilfully break the commandments of God, 
expect to be recompensed with the threatened punishment 
of heaven. Of the future judgments of God, denounced 
against the wicked and impenitent in another world^ the 
Scriptures most frequently put us in mind, exhorting us to 
repent in time, that we may avoid and escape them. 

Of the nature of this punishment we can form some 
faint idea from the expressions made use of in the sacred 
volume. It is described as being, a worm that dieth not, a 
fire that can not he quenched. An everlasting banishment 
from the presence of God^-the absence of all hope of 
deliverance — and the positive endurance of the severest 
and endless torture. The stings of a guilty conscience — 
the full remembr$«nce of every iniquity in which the soul 
find body partook together upon earth, will tend to add 
fuel to the wrath of God, and the righteous judgments of 
offended heaven : thus, if the righteous shall be recom- 
pensed hereafter with a reward of a celestial inheritance, 
purchased for them by the Blood of Jesus Christ, even so 
shall the finally impenitent sinner be recompensed for his 
continuance in his evil ways, with eternal lamentation, 
weeping, and woe. But, as it is also with the righteous 
even in this life, so also verily will the wicked even upon 
earth have their reward. Has not the sinner, on the com- 
mission of crime, the horrors of a guilty conscience ? Is 
he not tormented with the fear of discovery, and a restless 
aiixiety to conceal his guilt ? Yes — Satan, the great 
enemy of mankind, puts wicked desires into his heart, 
which yield to his snares, and he then leads him on to 
bring them into action, and fills the breast with anguish of 
spirit, and the stings of rem'orse. And, if the wicked and 
the sinner, going on from one crime to another, are at last 
detected, what follows their conviction before a human 
tribunal ? — even condemnation — punishment of one kind 
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or another, according to the magnitude of the offence—' 
even unto death itself — and it is necessary, that the offender 
should be punished. Such the condition of society re* 
quires, and human judgments are a copy of the Divine, 
by which the guilty is recompensed with punishment, and 
the upright with a suitable reward. How true then is the 
assertion of Solomon in his Proverbs, that ** the righteous 
shall he recompensed in the earth : much more the wicked and 
the sinner" 

If then these things be true — if God be just — the re- 
warder of them, that diligently seek him, and the avenger 
of wickedness and sin, what encouragement is held out to 
you to walk in the right way, in the discharge of your 
duties to God and your neighbour, and to society in gene- 
ral — to follow the precepts laid down in the Gospel, for 
your guidance, and to pass through things temporal, with 
the consolations of a good conscience, that you are doing, 
as yon are commanded to do by the help of God's grace, 
that you lose not that better and eternal reward, which is 
laid up in heaven for the true and faithful Christian. 
Assured, both by the word of God, and by your own 
observation that good conduct — obedience to the laws of 
the land, and to those who are placed in authority over 
him — the exercise of the duties of religion and a regard 
for a future state of existence, bring peace of mind and 
happiness to a man, while on the contrary the wicked are 
never at peace, but are like the troubled and restless 
ocean ; pray unto God that he would put ever into your 
minds good desires, and grant you his grace, that you may 
bring the same to good effect. 

It is only by a line of conduct regulated according to 
the commandments of God — it is only by leading honest, 
virtuous, and upright lives — lives of true repentance of 
past transgressions, and amendment for the future — lives 
of a sincere faith in Christ, and an unwearied exercise of 
all the duties of religion, that can give you peace and 
comfort here^ and afford you the blissful prospect of eternal 
happiness hereafter, through the atoning merits of a 
crucified Redeemer. " Mark the perfect maUy and 6e- 
hold the upright, for the end of that man is peace." 
Arrived on the borders of the grave, while the wicked 
and impenitent sinner looks backward with bitterness, 
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and forward with anguish, the true Christian casts be- 
hind him a look of humble joy that, although all his 
doings are of no value, as being meritorious of themselves, 
they are yet accepted through the merits of the Saviour, 
who has promised to receive the imperfect services of his 
faithful followers, and before him, with the well-grounded 
hope, that he is leaving the trials and temptations — the 
sins and infirmities of mortality, for that everlasting re- 
ward — a treasure, that fadeth not away, eternal in the 
heavens. 
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THE DUTY AND ADVANTAGES OF 

REPENTANCE. 



JOEL, II. 12, 13. 

Therefore also now, taith the Lord, turn ye even to me wfth all your 
heart, and with fasting and with weeping and with mourvine ; and 
rend your heart and not your garment, and turn unto the Lord your 
God; for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repenteth him of the evih 



Ti 



HE chapter which contains these words, opens with a 
declaration to the People of Israel of the dreadful nature 
of the Judgments of God against their iniquities, together 
with an exhortation to them to turn aside the threatened 
calamity by a true repentance. The sins of the people 
were the cause, which called for the anger of God ; and 
the way by which they were to escape it, was for them to 
repent of their iniquities by sincere confession and acknow- 
ledgement of them — by a deep humiliation and sorrow, 
and by utterly renouncing and forsaking them. The Al* 
mighty directs them, not to allow their hearts to be divided 
between Himself and sinful idols, but to devote them- 
selves to his service and the duties of his religion — to 
serve him with all their heart — with all their soul, and 
with all their strength ; and, (as our Saviour adds, in re- 
peating that first and great commandment) with all their 
mind. Unless the heart be affected by the spirit of God, 
all human performances in regard to religion, are but in . 
vain. The heart must turn unto God, from indulgence in 
any evil affection, and then the conduct will be changed 
also. A true repentance with sorrow for sin, and a lively 
faith in the Saviour, producing every good work, which 
were preached to the people by Saint John the Baptist, by 
Christ and his disciples, are the promised means held out 
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to us in the Scriptures, by which, through Christ, we may 
hope to escape eternal punishment hereafter, and to enjoy 
true peace of mind during the short time of our sojourning 
here on earth. The repentance which the scriptures urge 
upon our constant attention, must be sincere, not the mere 
confession of the lip> but the genuine feeling of the soul. 
Fasting, weeping, and mourning, the outward emblems of 
contrition and humility, are not sufficient ; — ^you must rend 
your hearts^ and not your garments, — no outward show of 
sorrow for past sins will avail you, without a correspond- 
ing feeli^^ from within. 

And. which of you can say that he stands not in daily 
need of exercising this most necessary duty ? Who is there 
aoiotigst you, who is not hourly expos.ed to temptations 
from the world, the flesh, and the devil, which draw him 
off from his fidelity to his maker, and from the paths of 
virtue and goodness, and who does not more or less yield 
to their fatal snares ? How necessary then is it, that you 
should frequently, both in public and private, confess your 
sins unto God, and pray for the grace of his Holy Spirit, that 
yon may amend your lives according to his holy word 1 
How necessary, as well as beneficial to the best interests 
of man, is the return of one day in seven, in which you 
may d^icate yourselves afresh to the service of God and 
the duties of religion, and renew your contrition for your 
past offences, and implore grace to help you for the time 
to come. Nor is the great duty of repentance unattended 
with > important results to your comfort here and your eter- 
nal happiness hereafter. <^ The Lord, our God,'' *< he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great kind* 
nesSy and repenteth of the evil" If they truly repent, he 
will not carry into execution his purposed judgments against 
sinners." Who knoweth whether our humiliation may not 
yet prevail with him, through the merits of Christ, to 
withdraw his judgments, (*^ The punishment of our sins 
hereafter/') and instead thereof to bestow a blessing upon 
us, even eternal life. 

The blessed Son of the most high God, in compassion to 
the infirmities of human nature, and to rescue us from the 
sad consequences of Adam's fall, descended from his Father's 
throne, and became flesh for us men, and for our salvation. 
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6n the painful cross, (as foretold by all the holj pro« 
phets, since the world beg'an,) he yielded up his mortal 
life, in one full and perfect atonement for the sins of men. 
Jesus Christ, therefore, died, the just for the unjust, to 
bring us near unto God. He died to save us from our sins 
— from the wilful practice of them here, and from the fatal 
consequences of them hereafter. Yet, without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord. Yet, without morality, and a life 
of obedience to the ten commandments, shall no man hope 
to enter the kingdom of heaven. The season of human 
life is but a short space of trial for another state hereafter, 
and the talents which are severally committed to our care, 
must be improved and increased to our everlasting good. 
See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools ; but as 
wise men, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
Eternal- life is set before you ; but you are not to be idle, 
but to be active in the exercise of the duties of religion. 
The merits of Christ will avail those who act according to 
the covenant between God and man ; that they renounce 
their iniquities, and then he will be their God — he will 
support the true christian under the dispensations of his 
providence, in this life, with the arm of his mercy, and 
finally, conduct him through the awful hour of death, safe 
to the regions of his glory. *' He is gracious and merct- 
fult slaw to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth 
him of the evil. He willeth not the death of a sinner, 
hut rather that he should turn from his wickedness and 
live" Neglect not then, I beseech you, this most 
essential of duties ; nor turn a deaf ear to the repeated 
exhortations given you for that purpose, in the holy bible. 
Commune with your own hearts and in your chamber, 
and be still : your consciences will convince you of the sins 
of which you are guilty ; stifle not then that still small 
voice within your brsoms ; but confess all your sins heartily 
unto God, and he, through Christ, will abundantly par- 
don. 

By delaying^for the present and putting of to some 
future opportunity, the great duty of repentance, till the 
season of youth, of health, and strength is gone — till 
sickness, old age, or death, overtake them ; men deceive 
their own souls. But as it i» the greatest folly to venture 
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a matter of so great consequence, upon such an uncertainty 
as future time, of which we can never be sure, and to 
delay a most necessary work to the most unfitting* season 
for performing it ; so is it highly wicked, since, by so 
doing, you abuse the patience of God, who gives you time 
and opportunity for it at present. It is a contempt of his 
laws, and of that anger, which is revealed from, heaven, 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, and 
you may justly fear, that such conduct may provoke the 
Almighty to withhold the grace of his Holy Spirit from 
you, and to suffer you to die impenitent, in the midst of 
your sins. 

Let me then exhort you to a true repentance, to pray 
unto God to give you, by the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
a conviction of your silfulness, in thought, word, and 
deed, by which you have transgressed his holy will, a sin- 
cere sorrow for the same, a penitential acknowledgement 
unto God of your sins, with a renouncing of them for the 
time to come, and an earnest desire, resolution, and en- 
deavour, to be freed from them and to practise the opposite 
virtues. Let me exhort you to think upon your ways, to 
rend your heart and not your garments, and to turn unto 
the Lord your God.'* And why? what will you gain by 
turning? ^^ He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger 
and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil.'' 
What encouragement is there here to repentance, even to 
the greatest of sinners. Our Saviour declares of himself, 
that he, the Son of Man, has come to seek and to save 
that which is lost. ** When the wicked man turneth 
away from his wickedness, that he had) committed, and 
doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul 
alive/' ** Put away the evil of your doings — cease to do 
evil, learn to do good." Come now and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord, *' though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be white as snow, though they be red like crim- 
son, they shall be as wool :" And if our Heavenly Father, 
against whose divine majesty, innumerable sins have been 
by you, from time to time, most grievously committed, in 
thought, word, and deed, be so ready to save and pardon 
your sins, through the atoning merits of his Son Jesus 
Christ, is it possible that you can reject the means thus 
offered for your salvation — that you can pour contempt 
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upop the gracious offers of eternal life ; offers made to you, 
on the condition of a sincere repentance, and a lively faith 
in Christ, that is, a faith producing holy obedience to the 
commandments of God^ the exercise of every moral and 
christian virtue. Did you but firmly and in good earnest 
believe that there is a God who governs the earth, and 
weighs the actions of men, and that he hath appointed a day 
in which he will judge the world in righteousness by his 
Son Jesus Christ, what different characters would you be. 
Did you really believe, that all mankind shall appear be- 
fore him at that day — ^that every action of their lives shall 
be examined and receive its due reward — that they, who 
have lived soberly, righteously, and godly in the present 
world, shall be unspeakably and eternally happy in that 
which is to come ; but that those who have lived wicked 
and careless lives, and have died impenitent, shall be for 
ever miserable, without remedy^ Would you so persist in 
sin as you do at present } Oh, remember if you die im- 
penitent, you bring upon yourselves the punishment of your 
sins, for the Almighty waits to be gracious. Oh, delay 
not then to pray earnestly unto that Almighty and ever- 
lasting God, who hateth nothing that he has made, and 
doth forgive the sins of all them that are penitent ; to 
create and make in you, new and contrite hearts, that you^ 
worthily lamenting your sins, and acknowledging your 
wretchedness, may obtain of him, the God of all mercy, 
perfect remission and forgiveness, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
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THE FEAR OF GOD AND OBEDIENCE 
TO THE LAWS OF THE LAND. 



1 PETER, II. 17. 

Fear God, honour the King. 



T. 



O professed believers in Jesus Christ, like unto our* 
selves, was the exfaarUtion contained in the text delivered 
by St. Peter; and all scripture being writt^i for our 
learning, as well as for that of those to whom it was at 
first delivered, the directions contained in these words are 
equally binding upon us of the present day. *^ Fear God, 
hmmir the King/* After exhorting us, therefore, in this 
chapter, to honour all men, and to love the brotherhood ; 
thai is, to give to every one the respect and kindness due 
to him, and to love all our fellow christians^ The Apostle 
exhorts us to fear God and to honour the King, from the 
connexion of which two precepts, it is evident that it is 
the influence of religion which can alone make a man a good 
and loyal subject, paying all due regard to the laws of 
his country ; that it is that which can alone make a man 
obedient to those, Vho have authority over him, in what- 
ever kind of way such authority may be exercised. And as 
you to whom I am now speakipg, who are now reading 
these words, which are written with a view to your pre- 
sent welfare and 'eternal good, had you attended to the 
duties of the religion you profess, and feared your God 
would have honoured your king, — would not have broken 
the laws of your country and been sent away into this 
distant land, as a punishment for your crimes, for your 
admonition and instruction, and for the future regulation of 
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yaor coDdoci, let me exhort you to listea to the nature of 
the duties, implied iq the words of the text^ 

While the laws of tiie country, and the peace and order 
of Society are set at open defiance by the daring outrag-es 
of many, whMe liberty in their native land had been for^ 
feited, and themselves sent far away from their home, 
from their relatives and friends, into a country where they 
might not only suffer 'the punishment of their offences, 
which the welfare of society demanded, but might look back 
upon their errors, repent and amend their lives^ It. surely 
becomes the duty of the minister of God to warn others of 
the danger which awaits them, both in this world and 
in that which is to come, for disobedience to the com- 
mandments of God, and a total disregard to the laws of 
man. And surely, in an especial manner, in this part of 
the Colony"**, which has so lately witnessed the most fla- 
grant defiance of all order and law, where the lives of our 
fellow creatures hav« been endangered, and their piwperty 
destroyed — wh«i0 cruelty and violence' have been, in the 
most daring manner, displayed; when ftve of the wretched 
criminals engaged in these lawless proceedings, having 
been convicted upon the clearest testimcMiy, have suffered 
the punishment of death by the hand of the executioner, 
upon the gallows, it surely cannot but be my duty to shew 
you how you may avoid the fate of those miserable men, 
who this time last year, probably thought as little of com* 
mitUng crimes which should bring them to so untimely an 
en,d> as any, even at- present the most peaceable and quiet 
amongst you, ' 

Hear then the words of exhortation and warning, 
«< Fear God, ** To fear God and to keep his command^ 
mentSy we are told in the Scriptures, by the wisest of men, 
'^ i» the whole duty of moflu" To fear God, is to possess 
such a constant dread of his anger, as shall induce us to do, 
what he has commanded, and to avoid that which he has 
forbidden. He, who fears his God, who is a God of 



• The substance of this discourse was delivered by the author at the 
several stations in his chaplaincy, after the execution of the five criminals, 
(two of whom suffered death at St. Patrick's Plains) ftnr their attack upon 
Castle Forjiiesy and- othnr lawless and outr^geofUA oonduct. 
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greatness, majesty, and justice, and at the same time loves 
him for his goodness, and his mercy, will endeavour, by 
the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit, sought for in di- 
ligent prayer, wilfully to do nothing, that he knows to be 
contrary to his will, as set forth iii the ten comtnandments; 
but rather will strive to regulate his whole conduct ac- 
cording to his holy word. He will daily read afed medi- 
tate upon the words of eternal life, through Jesus Christ 
the Son of God, who suffered for the sins oi men, open the 
painful cross, as contained in the bible — ^watch over his 
thoughts, words, and actions — speak always the truth in 
simplicity and sincerity of heart — attend diligently upon 
the ordinances of religion — use the means of grace, which 
are placed within his reach — keep holy the Sablmth day 
**-be sober and chaste in his conversation and conduct- 
content with the lot which providence has ordained for Um 
—obey those who are in authority over him, aaid faithfully 
perform his duty in that state of life unto which it Iuub 
pleased God to call him. 

And now let me ask, have you so feared God I You 
know your own sins — ^you know the offences you have 
committed — you have been tried, convicted, and received 
the sentence of the law. 

What fear had you then of the anger of God in (tn&ther 
world as well as in this, when you turned a deaf ear to 
the words of salvation contained in your Bibles ? When 
you never opened that blessed book, but treated its sacred 
truths with contempt and scorn ? When, if you were 
unable to read yourselves, you never attended to it, when 
read in the Church, and explained to you by the ministers 
of God ? Where was your fear of God, when you never 
prayed to Him, for His help and His grace, for His mercy 
and forgiveness f Where was your fear of Qody when 
you never set a bridle upon the door of your lips, when 
you indulged in profane cursing and sweanng, in all 
manner of filthy conversation ? — when you gave unlimited 
freedom to the most wanton and evil thoughts, and broke 
out, into lawless and abominable actions? And when 
again did you fear the God of Heaven, when you kept 
not holy, but profaned in the most open ad shameful 
manner the Sabbath-day ? A sin, which has been con- 
fessed by many notorious criminals at the time of their 
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execuiiony to haTe been Uie JlraU which bronght ihein to 
8o wretched and disgn^aceful an end I and surely no fear 
of God could have been before your eyes, when you 
suffered yourselves to have been drawn into the odious 
sins of drunkenness and fornicati<»i, when jou were dis- 
contented with your situation in life, and endeavoured to 
support yourselves by living on the stolen property of 
others, instead of obtaining your livelihood by honest and 
industrious labour. Let me then warn youp who have 
sinned in any or in all of these ways, henceforth to pray 
unto God to give you His grace to amend your conduct, 
to turn unto Him in true penitence, that your sins may be 
forgiven you — may be blotted out with the blood of Jesus 
Christ. Learn hencefortii to fear that God, who is able 
to destroy both body and soul in hell — **^ Yea, I %ay unto 
you, fear Him J* 

And we are directed to render unto Csesar the things 
which are Ceesar's, as well as unto God the things which 
are God's. If a man fears God, he will be careful also 
to honour the king or his representative— not only to 
regard with affection the person of his sovereign, but to 
render obedience to the laws of the realm — to those sacred 
institutions, which have been formed for the protection of 
society — for the welfare of the community in general. A 
man, who disregards these and tramples under foot all 
decency and order, cannot fear God, who can punish his 
lawless career not only in this world by cutting him off in 
the midst of his crimes, but in that, which is to come. 
Where then is the fear of Divine anger and justice in the 
breast of that man, who lifts his murderous arm to shed 
another's blood ? How does he fear His Sovereign Maker 
and his eternal Judge, who breaks forth from the service 
to which he is bound and in open violence seizes upon 
bis master's or his neighbour's goods, and shares with his 
wretched companions in vice, the ill-gotten property of 
another ? What fear of Almighty wrath, can that man 
possess, who, though commanded to do unto others, as he 
would wish to have done unto himself, inflicts cruel violence 
upon an unoffending fellow-creature, and while he robs 
him of his property, treats his person with indignity, 
violence, and wrong ? Alas ! the Devil having once led 
a man askay, having once stirred up the corrupt passions 
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of his nature, he listens to his teBiptatioDS, casts all 
thoughts of God and religion behind his back, hurries on 
from one crime to another — from the commissioo of a small 
offence to that of a greater, till his heart becomes har- 
dened, he sins more and more — ^till at length he fears 
neither the wrath of God, nor the offended l^ws of man; 

Bat shall the wicked and the anner go on unpunished ? 
Shall ioiqaity triiraiplft, and no stop be poi to the sinner's 
career 7 The murderer and the thief — ^the bushranger 
and the robber will sooner or later, be ovevtaken in their 
career. Soeh is always the ease. Sack eharactei^, it is 
ordered by the All-wise Providence of God, shall not 
esoape*, — their days of iniquity are but short — their sins 
slall always be foand out ; themselves detected, and their 
punishment be sure and certain. It is the language of 
Scripture — ^* Though hand join in hand, the wicXed diaU 
not go unfmnisbed" They may go on undetected, and 
uataken awhile, but justice overtakes tliem at last, and 
they end their short space of their allotted days, which 
OBght to have been passed in the exercise of the duties of 
religion, and in preparation for an awful eternity, by a 
public and ignominions death. 

Watch> then, that ye enter not into temptation; Avoid 
the first incitement, whether from your own hearts or from 
your guilty companions, to refuse subjection to £&o«who 
have rule and authority over you, whether as* qJRvate 
masters or public overseers. Your treatment, here i^ this 
land of your punishment, is far better than your sins de* 
serve— *you have food and raiment abundantly sufficient for 
you ; labour then cheerfully, as you are directed, in 
whatever employment you may be engaged, and mArmur 
not against those who are appointed masters over you, or 
to whom yoi^ are assigned as servants to obey. It is only 
by bad conduct of your own that punishment will he 
inflicted upon you : nor can any expect any indulgence of 
freedom from servitude, but those who 4<L^ell* I^or 
your own temporal good, therefore, as^fol^ your luture and 
eternal welfare^ obey them that have the rule over you, 
with a contented and willing mind» ^ Submit yourselves 
to every ordinance of man^ for the Lord's sake*' " Ser* 
vantSf be sulject to your masters with all fear** Re- 
member the words of Solomon — ^^ Though a sinner do 
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evil an hundred times, and his days be prohnged, pet 
surely J know that it shall be weU with them that fear 
God, which fear before him ; but it shall not be well with 
the uncked, neither shall he prolong his days, which are 
as a shadow^ becatise hefeareth not before God" 

And may all — bond and free^ kings as well as subjects, 
masters as well as servants, those who are in authority as 
well as those whose duty it is to obey-— «ver bear in mind, 
that they will be called opon hereafier to give an account 
of their actions here upon earth, according to their respec* 
tive situations. Let all, then, as they would wish to avoid 
the eternal punishment of sin in another world, learn to 
fear God, which is the beginning of wisdom — the greatest 
check upon the commission of iniquity — seeing that when 
once a man has lost all fear of God, he is open to every 
deceitful attack from the wickedness of his own heart, the 
lust of the flesh, the sinful teiuptatious of the world, and 
the power of the devil — and it is impossible to say to what 
pitch of iniquity he may not be led. 

Watch and pray then for the renewing indn^Mses of the 
Holy Spirit, that you enter not into (temptation ; but that 
yon may heoeeforth faithfully discharge your several duties 
to God and your neighbour — beiog fully assured that he 
alone who cboeth the will of his Father who is in heaven, 
shall through Christ enter into a state of eternal reward. ^ 
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THE GREAT JUDGMENT OF THE LAST 

DAY. 



II CORINTHIANS, V. 10. 

For we must all appear before the jadgment-seat of Chriat; that erery one 
may receive the things done in hia body, according to that he hath done 
whether it be good or bad. 



JL HESE words respecting the future condition of all human 
beings, are awful and impressive. The certainty of what is 
here stated to take place hereafter, cannot be called into ques- 
tion, if we believe the record of scripture to be the word of 
God. The assertion to be found throughout the sacred pages, 
that after death there shall be a judgment, is equally as cer- 
tain, as that " It is appointed unto mencnce to die,'' 

By man's disobedience^ sin entered into the worldf and death 
by sin: the wages of sin is death. Its dominion is universal ; 
it has passed upon all men, for that all have sinned But man 
is not a mortal being only — bom to pass a few short 
years of existence in the indulgence of his smful appetites and 
passions, and then to die, and perish like the brute creation, 
never more to be seen, and to cease to be. He is accountable 
for his actions, he possesses within him a living soul, a spirit, 
which cannot die ; and his mortal body, changed indeed, and 
fashioned after an immortal form, shall be again united to its 
Idndred spirit at the resurrection of the last &y, and shall ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of Christ, to receive the reward 
of actions done upon earth, whether they be good or bad. 

From the words of the apostle in the text consider, 
the certainty of what is recorded, that we mu^aU appear 
bdore thejudgment seat of Christy that every onenuiy receive At 
things done in his body, accordng to that he hath £me, whether 
it be good or bad; and the lesson you may learn from the 
knowledge of this truth. 
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How solemn is the reflection I lay aside all other thoughts, 
and contemplate for awhile the awful character of this subject; 
how solemn Is the refleedon, that aM the human race from 
Adam, to the very last day of earth's existence, who have 
been taken away by death, shall be summoned from their 
graves in which they have been slumbering', and their 
bodies turned into dust and corruption, to appear before 
the bar of heaven, to be judged according to their ac- 
tions upon earth ; and according to such to receive their 
final doom. The whole - human race, who shall be 
there assembled together, shall be comprised under two des- 
criptions of characters, the good and the had. Accordii^ to 
their lives and conduct during the short time of their trial 
upon earth; according to their actions here shall be their 
sentence hereafter. The true and faithful christian who knew 
his Lord's will and performed it, who, believing tlie truth of 
scripture, that God is the rewarder oi them, who diligently 
seek him, and the avenger of those, who despise his mercy and 
goodness, who having acted upon that belief, and made the 
duties of his religion the main object of his lile, and trusted 
to the alone merits of bis redeemer, Jesus Christ for salvation, 
shall then appear before his Saviour and his judge. The im- 
penitent and the hardened sinner, who had gone on still in his 
wickedness, unmoved by the denunciations of God against 
sin, and heedless of the future consequences of the disobedience 
of the commandments of hcaveif, shall also be summoned 
thither; there also r .. . the christian in name only, who 

trusted to his own profession of religion, to the form of god- 
liness, but who denied •the power thereof, shall come forth to 
meet his reward. The murderer and the thief, the adulterer 
and the liar, the fornicator and the drunkard, the sabbath- 
breaker and perjured man, shall be there also. All characters 
of men shall be assembled there together, and yet there shall 
be only two descriptiotis, the good and the bad; there can be 
no intermediate description of characters, no moderately had 
or tolerably good: but two only comprise the decided number, 
those that have done evil, and those that have done good. 
And as there will be in that day only two sorts of characters 
out of all the nations of the earth assembled before the bar of 
God, so will there be but two rewards for the conduct of these 
two descriptions during their abode upon earth ; neither can 
any expect to escape the dreadful majesty of that decisive 
day ; for we must all appear before title judgment'teat ef 
Christ. 

K 
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Hear the lecord of Scripture. *' When !the San of Man 
whM come in his ghry^ and aU the fioly am§eU with Idm^ ihem 
shaU he ait lipon the throne tjf hig gUnys and hrfore him shaM 
he gathered all nations^ ami he sheUl separate them miejrom 
another^ as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats^-^and 
he tihall set the stiep^n his right handy but the goats on the l^" 
Ueaee you aee, with a oertainty tfaAt admits of do shadow 
of a doabty that all niankfod, whea assembled before the 
jndgfineiit^seat of Ciirist, will be divided into the two great 
eittsaes bf which we have been speaking-^the good, and 
the bad-'*iho§e who will be rewarded, and those who will 
he ponished — they who are not placed upon the right 
hand, inast be set open the l^. There are indeed diffe* 
rent manoons for the good and the bad-^-^^iere are different 
deg^es of vewanrdf? for 4he one, and of pumshment for the 
othev — but there ean be no fniddle or intermediate state, 
t>etween pfinishment and reward. *' 7%en ehaU the 



^ag unto ihem an hie right hand, Come^jje ble^d of my 
leather, inherit the kingdom preparedJjrh^Vie/owndet* 
ftwm vf the iifortd ; b>ttt unto them on the left. Depart from 
me, ye turned, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and -hie angels/' Oh ! terrible sentence of the most 
righteous Judge 1 a sentence as fall of wrath and Teng«-» 
ance, as that of the righteous is full of grace and favo^ar ! 
To the ri«;iiteous he says, **Come ye blessed of my Father/' 
to the wicked, ^' Depart from me, ye cursed ! ** — 4ie does 
dot add, ** of my Father** because it is not God, but they 
who have brought this curse upon themselves. To those on 
Yi\% right hand, he says, ** inherit the kingdom ; " to those 
on his lefty <* Depart into everlasting fire." He tells the 
former, that the kingdom which they inherit was prepared 
for them from the foundation of the world ; the latter, that 
the fire to which they must go was prepared — not for them, 
but — '^for the Devil and his angels/' by which he signi- 
fies, that Che place of punishment to which they are con- 
demned was at first only designed for the DevH and the 
Fallen angels, but seeing that they have done the works 
of the Bevil, and would not be persuaded to torn unto 
God, and serve him, they must now go to the same place, 
and there live for ever with the fiends of hell : *'And these 
shall go away into everlasting punishment^ but the righ* 
ieous into Ufe eternal.*' How awful the scene ! what 
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chreftd confuMon shall then Miza upon the tanaWy whtn in 
the preeence of his ^tngry Jvtdge all the tins he com* 
mitted upon earth shall rise up before bitn, to distui b bis 
agitated conscience, and coadema him ! How will he 
attempt, but in vain, to escape the atl-pieroiiig* eye of hia 
angry Jndge — ^to fly from the doom that awaits him ! *^And 
the iftarg of heaven shall faV, upon the earth, even ae a 
fig^ttee eaeteih her unHmely figs tohen sheia ^ahen vf m 
mighty wind. And the heavens shall be rolled togiAer 
as a scrolly and every mountain and island shall be matted 
emt of their places ; and the hir^gs cf the earth, and the 
great men, the rich men, the ehief eaptains and the 
mighty men, and every bond man, and every free man 
(t. e., persons of alt ranks and deseriptions who have died 
Impenitent and hardened, and unwashed ftom their sina in 
the btood of Jesus Christ) shall hide them$ehes in the dems, 
and in the rocks of the mo^mtains — and shati say to Ae 
mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the 
face of Him that sitteth on the threne^ and frvm ihe 
wrath of the Lamb ; for the great day^f his wrath «a 
some, and who shall be able to stand r* Bat bow dif-« 
ferent the situation of the righteous — of the true ChnsliaD 
—at this awful hour \ Behold him, amid the ruin of the 
universe— behold him in the presence of his Judge ) ^^Lot 
a greaJt mtiliitiide, which no man couM number, of aU nattkms 
and Mndreds^^ and people, and tongues, stood before the thronoj 
and brfore the Lamb, clothed with white robes, andpcdms in 
their hands, and cried with a hud voice, saying, Satvation to 
eur God, which sitieth upon the Arone, and unto the Lamb* 
Ther^ore are tkey before the throne of God, and serve him dojf 
and night in his temple ; and He that sitteth on the throng shall 
dweU among them. They shaU hunger no more, neither thirst 
any mere, neither shaU the sun Ught on them, nor any heat : for 
the Lamb, which is in Ae midst of the throne, shaUfeed them„ 
and shaU lead Asm unto living fountains of waters, and God 
away shall wipe aU tears from their eyes** 

We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
that every one may receive the tikings done in hi^ body, 
aeeording to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad. 

Yea— you who are now reading these pages» or hearing 
them read to you, must be present there ; you must be of 
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the OBinber eiOmr of the g^od or the bad at. the last day» 
and receiye a reward according to your actions here. 
Doubtless, you would wish to attain to the joys of immor- 
tality. Doubtless you hope to be pljaced her^fter at the 
ligtii hand of the celestial judge. Doubtless you would 
wish to escape the agonies of the bad in those regioas oC 
fire and evil spirits, and to avoid the never ending nuseriea 
of those dreadful abodes. But, are you living during the 
allotted period of your days on earth, in doing the will of 
your heavenly Father ? in using the means afforded you of 
becoming true christians, of preparing in time against, the 
awful realities of eternity ? Examine your hearts and your 
consciences, search out your spirits, and enquire diligently 
into your lives and conduct ? Do you make the word of 
God, contained in the bible, the only standard of your faith 
and rule of practice } Do you endeavour, by the help of 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, in prayer through the m^ita 
of his Son Jesus Christ, to fear God and to keep his com« 
mandments? We are assured thaif " the wicked shall be 
turned into hell^ and all the people that forget God* 
Not only the notorious open offender of the Taws of God 
and of man ; but the careless and negligent — those who 
think not of God— who have not God in all their thoughts 
— ^who neglect the duties of his religion^ and pour contempt 
upon the means of grace ; and make not Christ, the hope 
of glory, will be shut out from the kingdom of heaven. 

You must, when it pleases God, obey the summons^ to 
bid adieu to this world — to lay your bodies down in tha 
dust, and to yield up your spirits unto Him who gave them.. 
Much then does it concern you to endeavour so to pass your 
mortal days, that you may rise again to a joyful resurree-* 
tion when the trumpet shall sound, to raise you from your 
graves. Much does it concern you to press towards the 
mark for the prize of the high calling, in Christ Jesus, and 
to reflect that, in value it exceeds all that eye hath seen 
or ear heard, or the heart of man hath conceived. The 
things of earth are frail and vain — the greatest comforts of 
this world are at the best, uncertain and short ; but the 
heavenly bliss continues unfading through all eternity, and 
after the revolution of endless ages, is still but beginning. 

The question then, what you must do to be saved, to 
escape the condemnation, the everlasting punishment of the 
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wicked I is awfully important, and the praoti^e of* t^ 
answer to that qaestion, is necessary to your attainii^ etef«* 
nal life. Believe an the Lord Jesus Christy and makd 
yoar faith manifest to be sincere in him by your conduct^ 
and you shall be saved. This life is the season of repea-< 
tanoe ;mto the world to come repentance can never enter* 
According to yonr conduct here, will be your sitnatioft 
hereafter. Behold, now is the accepted time. Behold; 
'Mw is the day i^ salvation. Think of these things. TM4k 
and prepare now, that you may be saved hereafter fhrn 
the punishment of your sins. Think of these things, ' Yoq 
may perhaps wish not, or yon may even refuse to think of 
them now ; but remember, a day is coming, when the most 
thoughtless will be compelled to consider— ^when the 
stoutest heart must tremble. O that you could realize the 
terrors of that awful day 1 O that you could by the eye of 
faith, behold the Lord Jesus Christ coming in the clouds 
of heaven, to judge a guilty and polluted world ; surely, 
the sight would make you tremble, and you would begin to 
enquire how you might escape the destruction which will 
then overwhelm the ungodly. 

He who has ever seen, in our courts of justice, some 

wretched criminal tried for his life. .When he has heard 

the evidence of his guilt brought out strong against him, 
and perceived how little he had to plead in his own de- 
fence.., ^When he has seen him stand, pale and trembling, 

in expectation of his doom, and heard the awful sentence 
of death pronounced upon him.....J¥hen he has seen him 
led back to his dungeon, and afterwards heard the convict 
bell tolling the hour of his execution, if he has had any 
feeling, he must have been struck with all this dismal 
solemnity, and pitied a fellow creature though so deserving 
of his fate, in an hour of such dreadful calamity. 

But what is all this to that one greaf judgment which is 
to come 1 a judgment, in which impenitent sinners, shall 
not be idle spectators of another's guilt and misery ; but 
criminals, tried for their own iniquities, and called upon 
to answer for their own transgressions ! 

I tell you, no cunningly devised fables ; but certain and 
awful truths; things which shall surely come to pass. 
** We must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Cnrist." The grave and the sea shall give up their dead 
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•-^niiers of every kind shaTl be pot to tlie bar^ and crrmes 
of etery name be accoanled for. We nay ina^e the wild 
fright and conftaston of those who have carried gailty lives 
and unrepented sine mtothe other world. Then, no doubt, 
they will be ready to cry out with horror, '* what shall 
we do to be saved V^ But it will then be too late. The 
door of mercy will be sbat — no plea will be admitted — no 
cry for pardon be beard on Ihetr behalf; but the sentence, 
recorded in the scriptures, will be immediately paused and 
pot into execution : ** Deptsrt from mt ye curged, into 
0verlasti7igtfire, prepared for the devil and his angelg ; 
Aere shall be weeping and tomHng and gnashing of tee A, 
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MANUAL OF PRAYERS, 

Sfc. Sfc. ^c. 



SUNDAY MORNING. 

O ALMIGHTY God, \(rho hast permitted thy sinful 
creatures to labour six days in the week for thetrdaily 
food, and for performing their appointed tasks, and 
ha3t mercifully ordained the seventh day to be a sea- 
son of rest from worldly toil, and to be kept holy unto 
thyself, grant unto me, thy humble servant, and mise- 
rable sinner, in thy sight, that I,* this day may be enabled 
to act according to thy appointment. 

May I have grace to draw off my thoughts from the 
things of this world, and direct my heart to the worship 
of thee in humble prayer. [May I hear thy holy word 
with attention, where read and preached, in thy own 
house.] t May I devoutly read, or hear read out to me, 
and treasure up in my heart, by the aid of thy holy spirit, 
the words of eternal life, contained in the Bible, meditate 
upon them, and think on my Ipst condition, without the 
grace of the holy spirit on my soul, and my need of a 
Saviour, to rescue me fpom everlasting punishment. . 

May I keep holy unto thee, O Lord, the whole of the 
Sabbath day, employ it in thy service, and in meditating 
upon the things of the world to come. Bless my poor and 
imperfect endeavours to serve thee, and give me the grace 

* Where « two or three are gathered together" and use these pray- 
ers, or if they be offered up to the throne of gracei by one person in 
company with others* who cannot read, u^e, must be substituted for J, 
u» for me, our for mint, 

f This between the brackett mutt be omitted, whenever there it no oppoT" 
tunity for the person using the Prayer to attend Divine Service in a pla€§ 
of Public Worship. 
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of thy holy spirit to open my heart to receive the full 
benefit of those holy ordinaDces of religion which thou 
hast appointed for the eternal good of thy sinful 
creatures. 

Enable me, O Lord^ to repent truly of my past offences 
in thought, wordy and deed, and especially of that grievous 
sin which brought me to this country. Give me thy grace 
henceforth, to resist the temptations that surround me. 
Defend me against the snares of the devil, who is ever on 
the watch, to stir me up to sin against thee. 

Give me grace, O Lord, to forsake the practice of every 
evil way, to fear thee, the only God, to be obedient to the 
laws of the land, content with my condition, which is far 
better than for my wickedness. I deserve, and to pay all due 
respect and submission to those who are in authority 
over me. 

Pardon, Q gracious Lord, my many sins committed 
against thy Divine Majesty, and forgive also those of my 
guilty companions for the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ. 

Accept my weak, but humble offerings of praise and 
thanksgiving to thee for all thy blessings bestowed upon 
me. 

I bless thee, O Lord, for the health and strength, for the 
food and raiment, which, unworthy as I am, 1 still am per- 
mitted to enjoy. But, above all, I would praise thee, for 
thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of «grace and for the 
hope of glory.. Receive, O Lord, I humbly beseech thee, 
these my praises, and return a gracious answer to my 
petitions for the sake of Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord 
kud Saviour. Amen. 

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name: 
Thy kingdom come : Thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven : Give us this day our daily bread ; and -forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against 
us : And lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us from 
evil ; for thine is the kindom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all 
evermore. Amen, 
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SUNDAY EVENING. 

God, i^ho makest the outfifoings of the morning and 
the evening to praise thee, I adore and magnify thy 
glorions name, that thoa hast preserved me through another 
Sabbath, to behold the shades of night surround my 
dwelling. 

1 confess unto thee, O Lord, that I am not worthy of 
the least of all thy mercies. I have rebelled against thee, 
and done amiss, and there is no health in me, but thou 
hast graciously promised in the Holy Scriptures, to hear 
the prayers of all those, who ask in thy Son's name. 
Be pleased therefore, O Lord, to extend thy Fatherly care 
and protection to me during the darkness of this night ; 
and if it be thy will, raise me up again in health and safety, 
to offer unto thee my heartfelt thanksgivings in the morn- 
ing, before I enter upon my daily task. 

And, do thou O merciful God, pardon my want of true 
religion, my wandering thoughts in prayer, and in medi- 
tating on thy Holy Word, during the day past. 

Grant that the way, in which I have spent the Sabbath, 
which has now just gone away from me, never more to 
return, may not rise up in judgment against me, at the 
last day. May I resolve, by the help of thy grace, to re- 
gard for the future with all holy feelings and correspond- 
ing conduct, thy sacred day of rest,— Aware that they 
who break thy Sabbath upon earth, can never be admitted 
into thy eternal Sabbath in the world above. 

Bless* O Lord, all my relatives and friends in my native 
land, from whom 1 have been separated by my own mis- 
conduct and sin. Especially, I pray thee to guard and 
protect my aged and helpless parents, whose grey hairs, 
through my crimes, and wickedness, have been well nigh 
brought down with sorrow to the grave. 

Pardon, I beseech thee, O Lord, my manifold sins and 
offences, and purify me by thy holy spirit, from the love and 
practice of evil. Spare me and all my sinful companions. 
Spare us good Lord — Spare thy people, whom thou hast 
redeemed with thy most precious blood, and be not angry 
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vrith us for ever, for the sake of Jesus Christy our only 
Mediator and Advocate. Amen, 

Our Father^ &c. 

The grace of our Lord^ &c. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

GOD9 the Father of Heaven^ who hast guarded me 
through the hours of darkness and sleep, to behold the 
light of another day, accept this my morning sacrifice of 
prayer and praise. 

1 would now, O Lord, in deep humility and self abase- 
ment, prostrate myself before thy throne, to praise and 
adore thy holy name, for thy loving kindness towards me, 
and to pray for thy merciful continuance of the same. 

O Lord, the blessings which I enjoy, are far greater 
than I could expect; they exceed, to the utmost degree, 
that which I deserve. Having forfeited my liberty to the 
laws of my country, by my own wickedness and folly, 
.and having been sent away from it into this distant land as 
a punishment for my crimes, how could I expect to re- 
ceive so much good at thy hand — such a supply of food 
and clothing as is dealt out towards me. 

Lord, how manifold are thy mercies, — how unworthy am 
I of the least of them all ! Enable me, gracious God by 
thy Holy Spirit, to shew forth my gratitude unto thee for 
thy great goodness, by my conduct during this day. May 
I cheerfully perform the labour and tasks, which may foe 
assigned to me, by those under whom I serve. Make me 
obedient to their orders, diligent in fulfilling them, and 
as careful of my master's property as if it were my own. 
Let no temptation to dishonesty be stirred up in my heart 
from the malice of Satan, or be listened to by me at the 
invitations of my companrons. 

Thou, O Lord, knowest all my thoughts, thou spiest 
out all my ways, and thou wilt surely punish with thine 
anger, those, who break thy commands, and go on im« 
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penitent in sin. Cleanse, then, i beseech thee, the thoughts 
of my hearty by thy Holy Spirit, and order my goings 
according* to thy laws. Hear, O Lord, with an ear of 
mercy, these my humble petitions unto thee, and grant 
me pardon of my past transgressions and grace to serve 
thee for the time to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 

Our Father, &c. 

The grace of our Lord^ &c. 



« MONDAY EVENING. 

O almighty and everlasting God, whose mercy to the 
greatest of smncrs knoweth no bounds, and who willcth not 
his death, but rather that he should turn from his wickedness 
and live, I again draw nigh unto thee with all Jiumility of 
heart, to offer unto thee the tribute of prayer and praise. 

Forgive, O Gracious Lord, the many sins, of which I have 
been guilty during the past day. Have mercy upon me. 
Have mercy upon me> for thy dear son Jesus Christ's sake. 
Pardon my forgetfulness of thee, notwithstanding my reso- 
lutions of amendment) which I made before thee dunng the 
last sabbath. 

O Lord, I am a weak and sinful creature, unable of myself 
even to think that which is right, much less to perform the 
same. Pardon then good Lord, the iniquities of thy servant, 
for the sake of thy blessed son, and grant me the grace of thy 
Holy Spirit, that if it be thy will to add another day unto ^y 
life, I may during the morrow, be enabled to overcome iny 
evil tempers, habits, and desires, and to think more of thee, 
and of the welfare of my immortal soul. 

And while I would praise thee for all the mercies of the 
past day, do thou, O God, who hast brought me in health 
and safety, to this hour of darkness, refresh my body this night 
with quiet sleep, that I again may arise to bless thee for all 
thy goodness, and to serve and adore thee, not only with my 
lips, but also in my conduct, through Jesus Christ our Lord* 
Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 

The grace of our Lord; &c. 
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TUESDAY MORNING. 

O almighty God, who never slumbcrcst nor sleepest, but 
mercifully watchest over the works of thy hands, both by day 
and by night, accept this my morning sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Thou hast raised me up from my bed of sleep 
in health and safety, to behold the light of another day. How 
maiiifold ore thy mercies to thy sinnil creatures! 

Lord) what am I that thou shouldest spare my life, and give 
me more and more time for repentance? how oflen have I 
abused thy long suffering and goodness ! I am continually 
sinning against thee, in thought, word, and deed, and thou 
mightest most jusdy have cut me off in the midst of my of- 
fences; but thy mercies throueh Jesus Christ are great, even 
to the most unthankful and mmoly. 

Make me to feel O Lord, from my inmost soul, my deep 
ingratitude towards thee^ and do thou create in me a new 
heart and renew a right spirit within me. Take from me the 
heart of stoiie, and make me a heart of flesh. 

Defend me, I beseech thee» through the various temptations 
of this day. Enable me to resist the alluremeiits of the devil 
to commit wilful sin, and vouchsafe to me thy heavenly grace, 
that I may peacefully and readily perform my allotted daily^ 
tasks. Wiuiout thy help O Lord, I can do nothing that is 
good either for my temporal or eternal interests ; guide me 
then, thou great Jehovah, by thy Holy Spirit, in the wavs of 
truth and godliness^ and jn the path of duty, so shall I please 
my earthly master, and my heav^y King^ throi^h Jesus 
our Lord. Amen, 

Our Father, &c. 

The grace of our Lord, &c. 



TUESDAY EVENING: 

O Lord Ood Almighty, whose throne is in the heavenft 
above, and who yet humblest thyself to behold the things 
that are done upon earth, look down with an eye of {lity 
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and compassioB upon a miserable sinner, now before thee, 
who draws near unto thee in humble prayer for forgive- 
ness of the sins, of which he has this day been guilty. 

Lord, I have done those things this day past, which I 
ought not to have done, and I have left undone what it 
was my duty to do. Pardon, gracious Lord, the iniquities 
of thy servant for thy Son Jesus Christ's sake, and take 
not that vengeance on my sins, which they so Justly 
deserve. Thou hast known all my wicked thoughts, 
heard all the sinful words I have uttered, and seen all 
the wicked deeds, I have committed during the past day. 
Forgive them,0 Lord, I humbly beseech thee, for the 
sake of thy blessed Son, and blot tbem out of the book 
of thy remembrance with His most precious Blood. 

And whilst I beg thy merciful forgiveness of my past 
offences, and profess unto thee a hearty repentance of them, 
1 would praise and adore thy goodness, O Lord, for 
having brought me in safety to the close of another day. 
Defend me, unworthy as I am, through the dangers of this 
night ; and grant that, my companions, my relatives, and 
friends may partake with me of the same thy bountiful 
goodness. Hear me, O Lord, and be merciful to me, 
the chief of sinners, through Jesus Christ thy only Son 
our Lord. Amen, 

Our Father, &c. 

The grace of our Lord, &c. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

O Lord, Almighty God, of heaven above and of the earth 
beneath, look down with pity and compassion 'upon thine 
unworthy servant, who bows his knee in deep humility 
before thy footstool ! 

Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of him, or the 
son of man that thou regardest him ? Thou hast graciously 
protected me, sinful as I am, through the dangers of the 
night, to begin once more in health and stf ength my daily 

M 
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labour. Let my sool bless thee, O Lord, and forget not 
all tby -benefits. 

Be with me, I beseech thee, this day, by thy Holy Spirit, 
and preserve me from all dangers that may happen to my 
body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 
hnrt my soul. Make me, O Lord, obedient to my master,* 
to my overseer, and to any others whom he may set over 
me. Keep me from idleness in the work appointed roe to 
do — enable me to abstain from strife and quarrels with my 
fellow-servants — and let no temptation from the Devil, 
from my own evil heart, or from any of my'companioDs, 
pievail upon me to desert my service, and to expose myself 
to disgrace and punishment from the laws of the land. 

Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe ; order thou my 
goings, and my footsteps shall not slip. Forgive ray neglect 
of the duties of thy Religion, and my want of love to thee 
for thy great mercy to sinners, in sending thy Son to save 
them — to rescue them from eternal death. Give me, O 
Lord, a true and sincere repentance of all my transgressions. 
Pardon my sins and offences, O gracious God, and let them 
not rise up in judgment against me ; for the sake and 
through the merits of thine only Son, Jesus Christ onr 
Lord. 

Our Father, &c. 

The Grace of our Lord, &c. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O, Almighty and most merciful Father, whose goodness 
never faileth, and whose loving-kindness is infinite ! accept 
this, my humble offering of praise, for thy preservation of 
me during the past day. It is through thy mercy alone 
that I am now in the land of the living ; thou wert about 
my path, so that no evil could happen unto me. 

O, gracious Lord, be also about my bed this night — and 



* Or MittreUf as the cdse may be. 
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wbile my body sleeps in gentle repose after the laboars of 
the day, may my soul rest undisturbed, and at peace with 
thee, through Jesus Christ. 

When, O Lord, I think upon my sins, and total un- 
worthiness of the least of thy mercies, 1 am confounded 
and overcome with shame ; yet, gracious Lord, through 
thy Son, Jesus Christ, who came to die for the lost and 
chief of sinners, I am encouraged to draw nigh unto thee, 
with the promise of the aid of thy Holy Spirit to assist my 
repentance, and to strengthen my faith. Lord, I believe — 
help thou my unbelief ! Lord, 1 repent — make thou my 
repentance to be sincere, by the future amendment of my 
conduct, through thy Son, Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord 
and Saviour. — Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 

The grace of our Lord, &c. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

O, Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Maker of all things. Judge of all men ! I again draw nigh 
unto thee, to offer up my poor and imperfect praises for thy 
loving-kindness and mercy towards me. 

During the night past thou hast preserved me, again to 
bless thee, and to beg a continuance of thy Providential 
care. Defend me^ O Lord, this day from all dangers, 
spiritual and bodily. Let no sinful thoughts and worldly 
wishes be stirred up in my heart; but may thy Holy Spirit 
direct me in the ways of thy laws, and the works of thy 
commandments. 

Many, O Lord, are the temptations which surround me 
on all sides ; I humbly pray thee, therefore, to endue me 
with strength from above, to enable me, by thy help, with 
strong faith to resist the Devil — with fervent prayer to 
mortify and subdue the sinful lusts of the flesh.. 

Give me, O Lord, a hearty desire to pray, to read, and 
meditate upon thy Holy Word — the Scriptures of eternal 
life. Grant me true repentance of all my sins, and so 
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work upon ue by thy giace that I may pass the remaMer 
of my mortal days in doing my duty to thee, and to my 
earthly master; that I fail not to attain unto the eternal 
reward of the Christian's continuance in well-doing — not 
for my own deservings, who ajn but vile and worthless 
in thy sig'ht, but for the alone merits and mediation of 
Jesus Christ, our most blessed Lord and Saviour. — Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 

The grace of our Lord, &c. 



THURSDAY EVENING- 

O almighty and everlasting God, gracious and merciful, and 
of great kindness unto all them that with hearty repentance 
and true faith turn unto thee, look down, I beseech thee in 
pity upon a miserable sinner, who prostrates himself before 
thee. Most humbly, O Lord, I pray thee for mercy and for- 
giveness of all my sins and iniquities, which I have this day 
committed against thee. 

Make me seriously to consider, O Lord, the value of my 
immortal soul. Make me to see and feel the folly and wicked- 
ness of indulging in sinful- thoughts, words, and works, and 
being regardless of thee, bf thegreat duties of repentance and 
amendment of life, and of preparing against the hour of death, 
and the awful day of judgment. 

Alas I the sins of the day past alone were sufficient to con- 
demn me, and to sink me into the pit of destruction; but the 
blood of thy son Jesus Christ cleansethfrom all sin. Though 
sins be of a scarlet or crimson dye, tliat blood can make them 
as white as snow I pard6n then O Gracious Lord, my manifold 
transgressions for his abundant mercies' sake, and give me 
thy Holy Spirit to purify and cleanse my soul. 

And, while I would bless thee for all the mercies of the day 
past, for my health and strength, for the use of my reason, and 
my bodily powers, into thy hands I commend my soul and 
body this night, humbly beseeching thee to save and defend 
me under the shadow of thy wings, to arise again, to magnify 
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and adore thy goodness, by the morning light, through Jesju^ 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 

The grace of our Lot d, ftc. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

O Almighty and Everlasting God, who art always more 
ready to hear, than we to pray, and art accustomed to give 
more, than either we desire or deserve, have pity upon me 
thy unworthy servant, mercifully hear me and despise not 
my humble petitions. 

Thou, O Lord, hast created me and preserved me in 
being unto this day. Thou hast sent thy Son to redeem sin- 
ful man from the bondage of sin, death, and hell, by suf« 
fering death upon the cross, and shedding his precious 
blood, a ransom once for all. Have mercy then, O Lord, 
upon me, for if I die without thy favour, it will be too 
late after death, to call for thy grace and mercy. 

Wnile I have time allowed me for repentance — while I 
breathe the breath of mortal life, vouchsafe thy mercy 
towards me. May I bewail my sinful life, and ob^- 
tain thy gracious forgiveness. I confess, O Lord, that, if 
thou wert to deal with me according to my deserving, I 
must suffer the penalty of everlasting death. But for his 
merits, who died upon the cross, pardon and accept me. 

Give me thy grace, O Lord, henceforth to lead a peace- 
abl^ and a godly life — to forsake the practice of sin — to be 
observant of the iawis, obedient and faithful to those who 
employ and entrust me~-enable me to avoid the sins of 
drunkenness and tmchastity — to flee those of adultery, for- 
nication, and uncleanness, and to injure no man in his 
character or property. 

And, as thou hast preserved me through the darkness of 
the night) for which thy bountiful goodness I would 
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hambly prake and adore tby holy Dame, be pleased, O 
Lord, to take me again under thy guidance and protection 
during this day, for the sake of Jesus Christ thy Son our 
Lord. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 

The Grace of our Lord, &c. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

O Merciful Lord God, Heavenly Father, whether we 
sleep or wake, we are under thy providential care. Thou 
art about our bed and about our path, and spiest out all 
our ways. Take me then, I beseech thee, unworthy 
though I be» through my many sins and iniquities commit* 
ted against thee, unto tby merciful care this night 

Forsake me not, O Lord God, but continually assist and 
strengthen me, by tby Holy Spirit, against the assaults of 
the devil, and the wicked desires of my own heart. Make 
me to think seriously of the uncertainty of life— of the 
certainty of death, and of the awful day of judgment. 
Enable me to watch and pray — to study the one thing 
needful, the salvation of my immortal foul. Preserve me 
this night from suddeUfdea^/rom all . VSncIs of evil and 
mischief. 

Thou hast in mercy, O Lord, preserved me from the 
open commission of iniquity during the day past. Without 
thy aid and succour, 1 should not have been kept from 
running into sin, danger, and death. How great are thy 
mercies ! the sum of them I shall never be able to express. 
Make me, by thy Spirit, to feel grateful unto thee for them 
all, and to show forth that gratitude, not only with my 
lips, but also in my future life, by a change of heartland 
conduct from sin, folly, and thoughtlessness, to a love of 
holiness and wisdom, and a preparation, by the practice of 
the duties of religion, for the world to come, through 
Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen* 

Our Father, &c. 

The Grace of our Lord, &c. 
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SATURDAY MORNING. 

O blessed Lord, who bast safely brought me to the begin* 
ning of another day, look down upon me, I beseech thee, with 
the eye of thy mercy, support and sustain me through it, that 
I fall not by reason of my wickedness and infirmity, into the 
danger of thy displeasure, through breaking thy command- 
hients. 

Give me, O Lord, thy heavenly grace to walk in constant 
watchfulness, against the many snares of my spiritual enemies, 
the world, the flesh, and the devil. And since through my own 
sins and wickedness, I have been sent from my native land, 
and am now in a state of servitude and bondage, enable roe, 
I beseech thee, cheerfully to obey those, who have authority 
over me; may I do my best to serve my master, to do for him 
as I should wish, were I in his situation, to be done unto roe ; 
make me dutiful and honest to my employer, kind and gentle 
to my fellow servants and fellow labourers, not returning evil 
for evil, but instead tliereof, giving them blessing . 

Enable me, O Lord, to speak the truth always, and especially 
if called upon to give testimony in a Court of Justice, to avoid 
the great and odious crime of perjury, or false swearing; may 
I regard with reverence thy sacred name, and keep holy the 
sabbath day. 

Lord, I am vile*and sinful, my heart is polluted by sin and 
wickedness; create in me a new heart O God, and renew a 
right spirit within me. Make me to possess such a continual 
fear of thy all-seeing eye, as shall cause me henceforth to ab- 
hor, that which shall be displeasing unto thee, and never more 
to attempt to commit sin, under the idea of secrecy or escape* 

Pardon, O Lord, my transgressions against thee, which are 
many and grievous, and give me a sincere repentance and a 
true faith in thy blessed son^ through the same Jesus Christy 
our Lord. • Amen, 

Our Father, &c. 

The grace of our Lord, &c. 
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SATURDAY EVENING, 

O^ Almighty God, and Heavenly Father! thou hast 
now brought me by thy merciful Providence to the end of 
another week. When I look back upon the days that are 
pasty I have reason to hide myself in the dust and ashes for 
the way in which I have mis-spent them. 

How little, O Lord, have I thought of thee ! of thy 
grace and mercy in sending thy Son Jesus Christ to die for 
me upon the Cross ! How little have I sought for the 
purifying influences of thy Holy Spirit upon my soul ! 
how feeble and inconstant have been my prayers unto thee 
for mercy and forgiveness ! how ill have I discharged my 
duty to my master ! what a want of activity and diligence 
has been found in me, in doing the daily tasks assigned me 
to perform ! how little contentment have I displayed, 
though 1 have received comforts and indulgences far above 
what I deserve ! how bad have been the tempers which I 
have shewn towards my fellow-servants 1 

Lord, be merciful unto me, a sinner ! Enable me by 
thy grace for the future to love thee more, serve thee 
better, and in serving thee to conduct myself more worthily 
to all vtith whom I have any dealings. 

And now another week is gone, and I am so much nearer 
my latter end. So teach me, O Lord, henceforth to number 
my daysy that I may apply my heart unto wisdom. May 
I be prepared for better conduct during the next week, 
if it be. thy holy will to spare my life to behold its close, 
by keeping holy unto thee the Sabbath of to-morrow. 

Preserve me, O Lord, in safety during this night, to bless 
and praise thy holy name, and to offer up unto thee my 
petitions for pardoning mercy, upon thy sacred day of rest. 
May I keep that day holy unto thee, in reading, meditation, 
and prayer, and not profane it by worldly cares, worldly 
thoughts, and sinful actions. Pardon, O Lord, my many 
sins and offences ; and though for my own unworthiness I 
dare not ask forgiveness, yet be pleased to grant it for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, our only Redeemer and Advocate.—* 
Amen, 

Our Father, &c. 

The grace of our Lord, &c. 
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A PRAYER FOR THE «SE OF ONE WHO IS 

SICK. 

Almighty God^ with whom are the issues of life and 
of death, who hast power to kill and to make alive, look 
down, 1 ibeseech thee, in pity upon me, thy unworthy 
servant, who am now suffering with bodily pains, and 
anguish of mind. 

1 -confess, O JLord, that my grievous sins and iniquities 
have brought me to this state of sickness, and that the great- 
est torment, I could suffer, would not be too great for wiiat 
ft deserve; yet, gracious Father of^mercies, have com- 
fMission upon me, «i most miserable sinner, for Jesus Christ's 
salie. Bless the means made use of for my recovery ; for 
iprithonttby blessii^ the best of medicine, must be useless. 
Without thy blessing vain is the help of man. 

And while niy body is suffering under sickness, may this 
flffltction be tibe means of bringing health to my soul. 
iMay 1 consider it as proceeding from thee, and rightly 
'Understand the language which it speaks. May I hear 
thee, calling upon me, to think of my mortality, to think 
of death and of judgment, to consider my ways, to repent 
of my sins, and to flee from the wrath to come through 
Jesui Christ. Give me grace, O Lord, to obey the heaven- 
ly warning, and strength and power from on high, to 
tnfing into effbct my resolutions of amendment. Give me 
-sincere repentance and true faith, and fill my soul with 
godly sorrow and deep conviction of sin. Blot out mine 
iniquities, O Lord, and cleanse me by thy Spirit. 

Make me O Lord, resigned to thy will, and patient und^ 
my sufferings, and, if it shall please thee to restore me to 
health and strength, may I devote the remainder of my days 
to thy service and glory, and when- the pains of this mortal 
life are ended, receive me into the mansions of everlasting 
happiness and glory, through the merits and mediation of 
Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen, 

Our Father, &c. 

The grace bf oar Lord, &c 

N 
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A PRAYER FOR THE USE OF ONE WHO HAS 
RECOVERED FROM SICKNESS. 

Blessed be the Lord, who liveth for ever, and blessed be his 
goodness. He chasteneth, vet he remembereth mercy. He 
bringeth down and he raiseth up. Enable me, O Lord, rightly 
to feel thy loving kindness, and gracious dealings towards me, 
for thou hast laid me on the bed of sickness and pain, and 
restored me to health and strength. I was brought near to 
the borders of the grave, and thou hast in goodness snatched 
me from the jaws of death, and given me n^ore time for re- 
pentance. 

Pour down upon me Gracious Lord, thy grace, that I may 
bring into good effect, the resolutions of newness of life and 
change of conduct, which I made during the houcpf anguish 
and pain ; now that sickness has left me, and thou hast heard 
my prayers for my recovery, let me not forget the hand 
that has healed me; but let me shew my gratitude for thy 
abundant mercies, by leading a life of devotedness to thy ser- 
vice. Enable me by thy Holy Spirit to renounce henceforth 
the practice of every evil way, and to resist the temptations of 
the world, the flesh, and the devil. Make me more anxious 
for the salvation of my soul, and earnest in my endeavours, by 
thy grace to lore and please thee. 

May I henceforth pay willing obedience to the laws of the 
land, to my earthly master, and to thee, m^ heavenly father; 
grant me grace for the time to come to discharge faithfully 
my duty ; i|<> that whenever it shall please thee to call me out 
of this sinful world, I may be prepared to obey the summons, 
and to yield up my spirit into the hands of thee who gave it, 
in a jo3rful hope of the resurrection to eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen» 

Our Father, &e. 

The grace of our Lord, &c. 



THE END. 
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